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Editorial

The Giving Season
Tis the season to give and there are so many worthy causes. 
I like to start at home, i.e. my community. That means Leschi 
Elementary School, which still has a number of homeless 
students who depend on backpacks of food to make it through 
the weekends and extra resources for the holidays when school 
is not in session. This is a long stretch as school is closed from 
Dec. 24 to January 7. Each year, Leschi has a Giving Tree with 
ideas for gifts to students and families. The school also gives 
grocery cards for food during the winter break. Last year, 
the Leschi CC Board voted to give some of your donations 
throughout the year to the school in the form of gift cards to 
Grocery Outlet. The Leschi Mason Bee Project had an abundant 
harvest and was able to give $225 as well. (This year’s harvest 
was poor and will not result in any gifts so we hope residents 
will make up the di�erence.

There are many needs in our greater community as well. Despite 
the homeless emergency, resources are still limited. The Low 
Income Housing Institute’s program of Walls for Good is a good 
organization to consider. Instead of building walls to keep folks 
out, they are asking that we help build walls to house homeless 
families at the Tiny House Villages. These temporary shelters 
are much safer than a tent under a highway, and residents 
are entitled to services to help them �nd jobs and permanent 
housing. The children are able to attend school regularly. In 
addition to walls, these villages are always in need of food and 
at this time of year, warm clothing. We have two tiny house 
villages close to us: one at Yesler & 18th and the other behind 
the Lutheran church at 22nd & Union. Donations made be made 
on their website at https://lihi.org/donate/.

Real Change is another to consider. Their paper is worth 
reading and the vendors are personable. Friendly exchanges 
with folks who buy the paper and the opportunity to earn 
money give hope. Warm socks are a welcome gift! Go to 
http://main.realchangenews.org/support for more information. 

And food! Even those who have shelter �nd it di�cult to 
purchase enough food to last a month. We have two food banks 
reasonably close: St. Mary’s on 20th and the Rainier Valley Food 
Bank. Leschi Market has a program of giving hams which they 
obtain at a lower price and use your donations to purchase 
and give to the Rainier Valley Food Bank. I once took a crate of 
apples to St. Mary’s before the food bank actually opened. A line 
was already forming, and standing in the rain waiting patiently 
were many elderly people, many with walkers and a few with 
wheelchairs. Having worked with homebound seniors in the 
past, I knew that their pensions did not meet their expenses 
throughout the entire month. Once the rent and utilities were 
paid, it was often touch and go. Do I re�ll this prescription or 
buy food? Food banks cover that end-of-month gap.

Our local Edward Jones o�ce on Lakeside is accepting new toys 
for needy children—the Toys for Tots drive ends on December 
13. The o�ce is open 8:30am–5pm, Monday through Friday.

Thank you for thinking of others during the holidays when we 
are often stressed with our own family’s obligations. And thank 
you for VOTING! We forgot to urge folks to vote in the November 
issue as we had a few internal crises with the newsletter, but 
you’re a hero! You went out and did it anyway! 

~Diane Snell  
Be the change you want to see in the world…

A COMMUNITY THANK YOU!
We received a thank you for our donations to Leschi School last 
holiday season. And this means YOUR donations! The money we 
have to give to worthy causes is from the fund that you keep filled 
when you add an additional amount to your dues. 

“Dear members of the Leschi Community Council: A 
belated but heartfelt thank you for your generous support 
of Leschi School and the Giving Garland last year! With 
your help, we were able to give 36 families of 110 children 
a happy holiday season with gift cards and gifts. Families 
had more to eat, toys to play with and clothing to wear! We 
gave them more than $10,000 in gift cards and almost $600 
for groceries.

We also thank you for the chance to ask for more help 
and share our good news through the Leschi News. Being 
connected to our community is so important and we 
couldn’t do it without you!

With the warmest regards and appreciation of your 
continued generosity as we move into the coming holiday 
season, Jennifer Marquardt, the Leschi PTA, students, 
teachers and staff.
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Leschi News Briefs

Neighborhood & Beyond
TRAFFIC DELAYS ON LAKESIDE

Seattle Public Utilities plans upgrades and safety 
improvements to Pump Station 2 at the intersection 
of Lakeside Ave. S and S. Charles St. A pump station 

moves wastewater to a treatment plant and this particular 
station serves the residents and businesses from S. Lander St 
to S. Leschi Place.

Most of the work is underground, but there will be 
some surface work and it is anticipated that the west lane 
of Lakeside will be closed to traffic from 9am–3pm. These 
hours were selected to avoid interfering with the morning 
and afternoon commutes. There already is increased traffic 
during commuting hours due to the work on 23rd and the 
many lights on Martin Luther King Jr. Way.

The stairway at S. Leschi Place will be closed, bus stops 
may be changed and there will be detour routes.

This work begins in early January 2019 and it will take 
about 4 months to complete. Once the work on the pump 
station is complete, crews will perform site restoration with 
grass and trees along the west side of Lakeside Ave S.

Information taken from SPU flyers and their presentation 
at the November 7th Leschi 

YES, VIRGINIA, TRAFFIC CAN GET WORSE!
Warning: this does not have the happy ending that one finds in Yes, 
Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.

The Seattle Department of Transportation and the 
Department of Neighborhoods will hold a series of 
community meetings to warn us that traffic woes will 

worsen once the Viaduct comes down on January 11, 2019. 
They anticipate that traffic issues will continue for the 
next few years.

Following are two of what might the closest community 
meetings. The first would appeal to those who work 
downtown and the second to those who would leave from 
Leschi to attend a meeting.

Wednesday, November 28
Belltown Community Center, 415 Bell St, 6:30–7:30pm

Thursday, December 6
Southside Commons, 3518 S Edmunds St, 6:30–7:30pm

Perhaps it’s time to purchase an ORCA card! 
~Diane Snell

WHERE IS THIS?

Our resident roving artist, Kate Barber, is working on a 
series she calls “the Hood.” She has graciously offered 
us the following illustrations to see if Leschi residents 

can identify the places. 

NOTES FROM THE NOVEMBER MEETING

It was our pleasure to host Susan Platt, our monthly 
art critic, to speak on Contemporary Native Art in the 
Northwest at our November meeting. Susan began by 

asking us what forms of native art we could see in Seattle. 
There are the totem poles of course, the manhole covers and 
our own Dreamcatcher at Yesler and 32nd. 
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Susan showed slides of works by several well-known 
native artists, including Gail Tremblay and Joe Feddersen. 
She also had a basket designed by Gail Tremblay, who 
resides in Olympia and is retired from teaching at Evergreen 
College. One can see many examples of her baskets on 
the website, and works by Joe Feddersen from the Colville 
Tribe. Joe is a sculptor, painter, and photographer who also 
has pieces of blown glass that he created based on basket 
designs. There is a YouTube video online where he explains 
the project from design to glass. 

Susan also recommended that we visit Eighth Generation, 
a retail gift shop recently opened in Pike Place Market 
(above the gum wall). One can find beautiful blankets of 
original design, cell phone cases and jewelry. 

And something to look forward to is a January exhibition 
at the King Street Station called Yəhaw̓ . It is drawn from 
the Coast Salish story of Native people from all tribes 
uniting around a common cause and lifting up the sky 
together. This is the opening exhibit in a new third floor 
gallery at King St. Station, 309 S. Jackson. This inaugural 
exhibit features only Northwest Native artists. We don’t 
have the actual date of the opening but we will try to get it 
for our January issue. You don’t want to miss this exhibit!

~Diane Snell 

LESCHI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Recognized as a 2018 School of Distinction
Our school has been recognized by the Center for 
Educational Effectiveness as one of ten schools of distinction 
in Seattle. This honor places a heavy emphasis on impactful 
teaching and learning, data-informed, instruction, and 
racial equity. CEE’s School of Distinction award honors the 
highest improving schools in Washington State. This award 
measures the improvement for all students over a sustained 
period (five years) in English language arts and mathematics. 
Congratulations to our staff, teachers and administration—
and of course to our students—for all of the hard work!

Giving Garland and School Break Backpacks
Leschi Elementary currently has 375 students enrolled with 
approximately 50% of the student body qualifying for free 
and reduced lunches. And 9% qualify as homeless under the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. Our number of 
homeless children has dramatically increased over the past 
3 years, with a high percentage of children attending Leschi 

who meet the criteria of “homeless”, Leschi Elementary 
has one of the highest homeless populations in the Seattle 
Public Schools. Support provided to these families from our 
community through events and services such as the Giving 
Garland and our Family Support Office (thank you Mr. 
Donaldson) are incredibly important. 

For the past eight years, the Giving Garland, a holiday 
charitable event, at Leschi Elementary School, has served 
families in need of help during the holidays. Last year we 
supported more than 36 families with approximately 120 
children. The Giving Garland is geared to support the 
children in the families; we hang tags on the garland which 
represent a gift; some items are fun: toys, bikes, art supplies, 
board games, balls, books and some are basics: clothing, 
bedding, warm coats or diapers. We also give every family 
gift cards for easily accessible grocery stores.

We greatly appreciate the past generosity, support and 
partnership from our neighborhood community: the 
Leschi Community Council, local businesses and residents 
in our neighborhood. And we welcome your support 
again this year! 

For more information, contact Jennifer Marquardt 
(jrmarquardt1@yahoo.com) or check the Leschi School website 
leschies.seattleschools.org/school involvement for the Giving 
Garland wish list on Amazon.com.

With help from the community, we also supported the 
78 students at Leschi currently experiencing homelessness 
by sending them home for Thanksgiving break with bags of 
nutritious food to replace the breakfast, snack and lunches 
they would normally receive on school days. To help during 

Your neighborhood store  
that offers so much more!

Homemade 
SauSage 

gourmet 
Coffee

artiSan 
BreadS

organiC 
ProduCe 

over 1400 
wineS 

Craft  
BeerS

103 Lakeside ave, Seattle, wa 98122     206-322-0700 
open mon–Sat 8am to 8pm, Sun 8am to 7pm

www.leschimarket.com     info@leschimarket.com
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the upcoming winter break, please stay tuned to our website 
for the Amazon wish list link, or contact Rachel Machacha 
at rachelfabermachacha@gmail.com.

Thank You For Your Support for the Fifth Grade Camp!
Thanks to the generous support of Leschi community 
members, several of our families received scholarship 
support for children to attend the 5th grade overnight 
camp at IslandWood, taking place during the last 
week of November. 

Leschi Elementary Updates and School Tours
Keep up to date on upcoming events and news by 
visiting leschies.seattleschools.org or our Facebook page 
facebook.com/leschischool. Also stay tuned to the website for 
the schedule of school tours, which will begin in January.

~Benson Funk Wilder

CONTRIBUTE YOUR IDEAS

Ideas for the 2019 Neighborhood Goals for Parks and 
Open Space are invited. What should the Parks and Green 
Spaces Committee focus on next year?
So far, there are goals such as pushing the Parks 

Department to enforce the rules about park encroachments 
and pushing the city departments to replace downed trees. 
Also, we need to enlist stewards for some of the shoreline 
street ends and for open spaces like Flo Ware Park and any 
of the 30-some public stairways.

Several homeowners along Lake Washington Boulevard 
have extended their personal yards into Park property with 
fences and dense hedges. This encroachment is especially 
of concern because it impinges on pedestrian safety along 
the Boulevard.

Leschi Park lost some major trees, which need 
replacement. The Parks Department and Seattle Public 
Utilities planted some trees that died, but have not 
proceeded to replace them.

If you have more ideas or recommendations, please 
forward them to John Barber at barber-osa@comcast.net or by 
phone to 206-324-1548.

~John Barber

MAJOR NEWS FROM THE CENTRAL 
AREA SENIOR CENTER

When Director Dian Ferguson gave her report for 
the monthly membership meeting of the Central 
Area Senior Center (CASC) on November 21, she 

had major news:
The Seattle City Council has included a process for the 

CASC to attain ownership of the senior center building and 
property in 2019. Council Members Mike O’Brien and Lisa 
Herbold took the lead in championing the proposal and 
bringing it to approval by the full City Council.

In order to accomplish this, Dian Ferguson and a 
consultant developed an extensive proposal to support 
the acquisition and many members and friends of CASC 
were enlisted to write letters, and to lobby and testify 
to City Council.

But, at this writing, the Mayor must approve. Mayor 
Durkan has the right to a line item veto. She had not 
proposed the CASC acquisition when she submitted her 
budget proposal. More letters and lobbying, directly to the 
Mayor, will be necessary.

Because the City used State Bond funds when it acquired 
the property in 1975, the City is enabled by statutes attached 
to the Bonds, to transfer ownership to a qualified non-profit, 
as long as the non-profit continues the designated use of the 
property (“senior center”). All future control and ownership 
of the property is subject to providing “senior center” as its 
use. State Bond funds covered one-third of the $ 300,000 
cost of acquisition.

Low-impact fitness 
& injury rehab

right here in Mt. Baker

Schedule with a Physical Therapist:
206.535.7356

info@elizabethrogersPT.com

GET MOVING
KEEP MOVING

www.elizabethrogersPT.com

J A N I C E  M E R R I L L  B R O W N
managing broker

1100 Dexter Ave N #275
Seattle, WA 98109(206)  679 - 4004
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(Historical note: in 1972, voters of the State of 
Washington passed the “Social and Health Facilities Bond 
Program” by a huge margin: 734,712 to 594,172. No Tim 
Eyman was around then to oppose it. But the bonds were 
essential for the City’s acquisition.)

The price to CASC for the land transfer has been stated 
by the City as between $ 0 and $ 300,000.

Dian briefed us on the history of the Center. The CASC 
has been owned by the City of Seattle since 1975, and leased 
to Senior Services of Seattle/King County, now Sound 
Generations, since then. CASC was subsidiary and received 
funds and direction from Sound Generations. In 2014, 
CASC experienced a near bankruptcy, and as a result, the 
City required that CASC give up its status as a charitable 
organization, while Sound Generations took over operations, 
and hired Dian Ferguson and new staff to run the Center.

Dian aggressively raised funds to improve the 
Center—better interior decorating with new floors, paint 
and furniture—new outdoor lighting and many other 
items to improve function and attractiveness, and for 
planning the future.

With her work, in last part of 2018, the CASC restored 
its 501c3 status under the US Internal Revenue Service, 
and re-registered with Washington State as a charitable 
non-profit organization; both are primary steps to apply for 
ownership of the building and grounds.

All this has happened so quickly, that the new Board 
of the CASC has yet to meet and the CASC has no bank 
account, much less a checkbook.

The official board members of CASC are Barbara Peet, 
Chair, with members Clifford Holland, Winona Hauge, 
Sylvester Hill, Dr. Juana Royster, Juan Huey Ray, Elaine 
Williams, Joan Paulson and Diane Morris.

Sound Generations still controls all the funds that are 
raised or contributed for the Center. If ownership proceeds, 
it is still unclear how or even if the CASC funds will be 
transferred. The CASC will want to secure exemption 
as a charity for property taxes. The Center will require 
the services of an attorney to follow through with the 
acquisition process.

Dian Ferguson had other news—two staffing changes 
due to resignations and slow progress with getting the 
permits to rehabilitate the parking lot. More survey work 
is needed to complete the permitting. Also, attendance has 
been too low at the Green Dolphin events to break even 
for several months. Dian asked members to think about 
whether we should be continuing with this once-a-month 
musical event.

~John Barber

DEFINITIONS & AMBIGUITIES

Often I hear arguments in which the parties are 
diametrically opposed, can’t be farther apart. Little 
time is needed for me to conclude—whatever the 

argument—that the parties have varying definitions of key 
terms. A good definition could solve many disagreements. 
We may be certain we know the definitions, but we may be 

incorrect. Other times we do indeed have the denotation 
of the word but ignore or forget that many words have 
connotations, some negative and some positive.

As I consider what is happening in the country, I am 
reminded of many terms with a different denotation and 
connotation for so many Americans. For example, many 
African Americans, especially of a certain age, have one 
definition for “law and order” and many other Americans, 
especially some politicians, have another definition. In the 
past few years, far more whites have come to see that the 
justice system is indeed not always blind in the way some 
of us think, want, believe, hope. When some of us think 
and see “blind,” we see “fair”—irrespective of race, gender, 
religion, education, wealth, etc., based on “unalienable 
rights” of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 
Others of us have seen repeatedly that “blind” regularly 
convicts defendants and people on the street, sometimes 
hurting or killing them, based primarily on characteristics 
that ought to be ignored. “Liberal” is another such word—
once being a liberal was positive or at least not negative; 
but the George H. W. Bush election flamed the negative 
connotation. “Progressive” may have become as popular as it 
is because of the beating “liberal” took. “Sexual assault” is in 
the news today.

Discussions of opponents having different definitions 
of “sexual assault” occupy today’s headlines as I listen Dr. 
Christine Blasey Ford testifying to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee about the sexual assault charges against Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh. Some persons have exited saying she is 
credible; hearing/seeing the same testimony, others have 
exited saying she is not credible. John Dickerson says both 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
DESIGN | CONSTRUCTION | MAINTENANCE 

cambiumlandscape.com
206.860.7625
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Ford and Kavanaugh are “authentic.” Later Sen. Sheldon 
Whitehouse reminded Kavanaugh that lawyers use 
“common terms and understand the words we are using….”

What is the definition of “sexual assault”? Some 
dictionaries do not include the term. Wikipedia gives a 
definition dated 2017: “Sexual assault is an act in which a 
person sexually touches another person without that person’s 
consent, or coerces or physically forces a person to engage in 
a sexual act against their will. It is a form of sexual violence 
which includes rape (forced vaginal, anal or oral penetration 
or drug facilitated sexual assault), groping, child sexual abuse 
or the torture of the person in a sexual manner.” Obviously, 
not everyone is using this definition. I would guess that most 
of us have heard of cases in which the woman said she was 
raped and the man said she gave consent. Who is telling the 
truth? A man told me that when it comes to sex, women never 
mean no. He said a no is really a maybe. I tried my best to 
convince him otherwise, but he laughed. Another man told 
me, “She said no all the way to the bed.” In the culture of 
many of us, women are not supposed to want and certainly 
not enjoy sex, so the natural answer to having sex is no. I hope 
these men are in an exceptionally small minority. Yes, what 
they say may be true for some persons, but not most of us. 

Now that the term is prominently in the news, let’s 
agree on the definition. Surely we can agree that the person 
harmed gets the last word; please do not tell a person who is 
hurt that she or he is not hurt. The perpetrator does not get 
to decide whether a person is hurt nor how or how much a 
person is hurt! “Assault,” according to the law, is “putting 
another person in reasonable apprehension of an imminent 
harmful or offensive contact.” Yes, there can be arguments 

about “harmful” and “offensive.” But we ourselves get 
to decide whether something is harmful or offensive to 
ourselves! Everyone needs to know a touch can be an assault. 
Everyone needs to know that “any intent to cause physical 
injury is not required, and physical injury does not need to 
result.” We can end sexual assault today by agreeing on the 
definition: an act in which a person sexually touches another 
person without that person’s consent or forces a person 
to engage—viewing included—in a sexual act against 
her or his will. 

~Georgia S. McDade 

FRINK PARK RESTORATION

In the last decade, we have seen a transformation take 
place within the natural areas of Frink and Upper Leschi 
Parks. Look closely and you will find the pesky ivy 

pushed back, the invasive blackberry rooted out and the 
young native plants thriving. We have some statistics for the 
restoration efforts over the last decade from the Seattle Parks 
Department and the Green Seattle Partnership (GSP) who 
manage these efforts. 

Here are the numbers: Frink and Upper Leschi account 
for approximately 27 acres of urban forest under the 
management of GSP. Over 14 acres have received significant 
restoration with the majority of invasive plants removed 
by volunteers and contract crews. The total number of 
volunteer hours donated has been over 23,500 (valued at 
well over $500,000 in today’s dollars) with another 8,800+ 
professional contract crew hours directed to our local natural 
area. More than 4,000 trees (mostly seedlings) have been 
planted, along with 17,000+ of shrubs and groundcovers 
installed, occasionally mulched and watered.

We are well past the halfway mark of restoring our 
natural area and would like to encourage anyone who enjoys 
the great green out-of-doors to dig into the dirt and start 
something fresh. Contact Darcy with Friends of Frink Park 
at 206-325-4295 for more info about maintaining our urban 
forest. A big thanks goes out to Seattle Parks and GSP, as 
well as all the donors and volunteers for all the support over 
the years including the Leschi Community Council as our 
fiscal sponsor.

In this season of giving, you might consider a donation 
to the Leschi Community Council with the Frink Park 
fund as the designated recipient and you will be able to help 
complete this restoration.

~Darrell Howe

Leschi Law, PLLc • 121 Lakeside avenue, suite B  • seattLe, wa 98122
Phone: 206 353-4625 • emaiL: erin@LeschiLaw.com • www.LeschiLaw.com

ERIN FAIRLEY
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Printer & Peripheral
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and Tutorials
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*Offer Expires February 28, 2018
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THE FIRE OF THIS CENTURY

After such a horrendous fire season this summer for 
much of western North America, many Pacific 
Northwesterners welcomed the onset of autumn with 

open arms. But unfortunately, as bad as the fires were all 
this summer throughout the West, the worst fires of the 
year would flare up in California during the second week 
of November. Two fires in particular—the Woolsey Fire 
near Los Angeles and the Camp Fire in Butte County 
in Northern California—collectively scorched 250,000 
acres, incinerated almost 19,000 buildings, and caused 
billions of dollars in damage this past month. With 83 
confirmed fatalities and around 600 people still missing 
as of 11/21/2018, the Camp Fire is the deadliest fire in 
the U.S. since the Cloquet Fire in Northern Minnesota 
of October 1918 

The Woolsey Fire was fanned by the “Santa Ana” 
winds that are notorious for bringing abnormally warm 
temperatures, very low dew points and very high fire danger 
to Southern California. The Camp Fire was spread by the 
lesser-known “Diablo Wind” that flows down the slopes 
of the Sierra Nevada into the Sacramento Valley and San 
Francisco Bay Area. 

Both the Santa Ana and Diablo Winds are specific 
examples of “foehn” winds: strong, warm, dry downslope 
winds on the lee side of a mountain range. The term 
originates from the warm, dry wind in the leeside of the 
Alps that warmed Central Europe while the windward sides 
of the Alps experienced the brunt of powerful extra-tropical 
cyclones coming off the Atlantic into the region.

Even before these fires, California had seen a much more 
active-than-normal fire season. Fires ravaged the state in July 
and August as dry, hot weather persisted throughout the 
West, creating tinder-dry fuels and extreme fire danger. The 
combination of dry fuel and strong Santa Ana and Diablo 
winds led to exceptionally high fire danger that allowed 
these blazes to grow in size. 

The Camp Fire began when a transmission line owned 
by Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E), a California Utility, 
collapsed in the strong winds. Hindsight is 20/20 of course, 
but given the critical fire danger, PG&E should have 
de-energized these lines. The cause of the Woolsey Fire is 
still unknown.

Santa Ana and Diablo winds are much more common in 
the autumn than the summer. This is because you need high 
pressure over the Great Basin to drive these offshore winds, 

and the summertime heat over the Great Basin and Desert 
Southwest tends to create a thermally induced area of low 
pressure over the Intermountain West, resulting in onshore 
flow for most of coastal California. 

Though you can still get devastating Santa Ana and Diablo 
winds in the winter (December 2017 saw strong Santa Ana 
winds and numerous fires over Southern California), fire 
danger is generally much less due to decreasing temperatures 
and increasing precipitation over the area. Whatever happens 
this month, let’s hope for fewer fires in 2019!

~Charlie Phillips

Charlie Phillips, a Madrona resident, received his B.S. in 
atmospheric sciences from the University of Washington and works 
in Portland as a meteorologist. Check out his weather website at 
charlie.weathertogether.net.

MARC
SALAZAR
R E A L  E S T A T E

marcsalazar@windermere.com
marcsalazar.withwre.com

206-465-6999    
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ALFREDO ARREGUÍN: LIFE PATTERNS

In these dark days, both literally, the depths of December, 
and in our political climate, the Alfredo Arreguín exhibition 
at the Bainbridge Island Museum of Art will brighten 

your day, lift your spirits, and sooth your soul. It may also 
inspire you to activism as well as introduce you to Mexican 
mythology and spirituality.

Alfredo Arreguín’s paintings immerse us in a wonderland 
of jungle and seascape, populated by animals, fish, insects and 
birds. But the jungle and its creatures are more than the sum 
of their parts: they represent Nagual, guardian creatures of 
the spirit world who can transform themselves and lead us to 
alternative views of the world. 

The artist embedded in this wonderland (sometimes almost 
invisibly), the faces of well known political activists, writers, 
poets, friends, and occasionally, the artist himself. The faces 
deeply disguised within the vast details of the paintings, point 
to Arreguín’s belief in the harmony of nature, the balance of 
life, and the crucial place that we have within it, rather than 
outside it. His work has never been more timely or important, 
as we all despair with the election of a president in Brazil intent 
on destroying the entire rain forest there for economic profit. 
Nothing less than the lungs of the planet are at stake. 

So plunge into one of his paintings and look at it for a 
long time, and still come back for more. Explore the dazzling 
overall intricacy, the detailed patterns, the accomplished linear 
relationships, the subtle command of color that changes in each 
work. Then as you visually wander through the paintings, join the 
butterflies, the birds and the animals in the depths of the jungle. 

Arreguín’s several themes, nature, Madonnas, and 
portraiture overlap and intersect. In every detail of these 
intricate works, he contradicts the angry rhetoric of racists 
creating arbitrary divisions in our beautiful world. 

Leaping salmon and whales remind us that the survival 
of the Southern Resident pod of orca is uncertain. As the 

whales dwindle in response to 
environmental degradation, 
and the salmon fail to 
complete their migration 
upstream because of dams, 
Arreguín’s paintings celebrate 
natural processes and inspire 
us to protect our Salish Sea. 

Arreguín’s life story is 
unusual. He was born in 
Morelia, Michoacán Mexico, 
as an illegitimate child, and 

passed from one relative to 
another. On a few occasions, 
he had the opportunity to 

be immersed in the jungle, 
experiences that made a deep 
and permanent impression 
on him. He also had enough 
educational opportunities to 
learn art as he moved from 
Morelia to Mexico City. But 
by extraordinary serendipity, 
he was invited to live in Seattle 
by a family he met when 
they were lost as tourists in 
Chapultepec Park. As a result, 
he came to the US in January 
1956, and gained citizenship 
with their sponsorship. After serving in the army, he attended 
the University of Washington, earning two degrees, then 
found his way as an artist by the mid 1970s in the style that he 
still practices. 

He began to appear in major exhibitions almost 
immediately. The National Museum of American Art acquired 
his work in the early 1990s. One has to ask why, as yet, the 
Seattle Art Museum has not given him an exhibition and does 
not seem to even own his work (I have not been able to verify 
that). This exhibition includes works from BIMA’s permanent 
collection, promised gifts, and loans from private collections 
and the artist himself, totaling almost fifty works for this 
50-year retrospective. 

Arreguín began honoring Frida Kahlo even in his early 
work, many years before she became a pop icon. They share 
a love of folk art, peasant expressions, nature, music, and 
the sensuality of life. Arreguín transmits folk art patterns 
and their motifs in one layer of his dense jungle tapestries, 
but more than that Frida as well as Arreguín embraced the 
spiritual significance of the people’s beliefs in Mexico, beliefs 
that survive transformed to this day. 

Likewise, Arreguín’s love of literature and language 
pervades his paintings, sometimes literally in his homages 
to his Seattle friends Raymond Carver and Tess Gallagher, 
other times more subtly as in his homage to Pablo Neruda. 
Also, look for his portraits of indigenous environmentalists, 
well-known activists and historical revolutionaries.

Don’t miss this special opportunity to see almost fifty of his 
works. Make it a day trip to the Bainbridge Island Museum of 
Art. It is open seven days a week and it is free! 

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND MUSEUM OF ART 
October 13, 2018–February 3, 2019

~Susan Noyes Platt  
www.artandpoliticsnow.com 

Leschi Community

Culture Corner

Salish Sea (detail) 2017; oil on 
canvas 48 x 60; BIMA Permanent 
Art Collection; Gift of Cynthia 
Sears; photo courtesy the artist

Zapata’s Messenger (detail), 
1997; oil on canvas, 60 x 48”. 
Collection of the Artist, photo 
courtesy Robert Vinnedge
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UP IN THE AIR, JUNIOR BIRDMAN

The recent centennial of the end of World War I got 
me to wondering how the war effort affected our 
region. It was, of course, the impetus for the Boeing 

Airplane Company, which started in 1916 and by 1918 
was building airplanes for the military. Few appreciated 
that air power would prove instrumental in ending the 
war that, unfortunately, didn’t end all wars. But one man 
did, and he set out to show all of Seattle, back in the day 
before the FAA. What follows is an abridged account from 
HistoryLink.org:
JULY 18, 1914
[Silas] Christofferson took John Evans, a reporter for The Seattle 
Times, on the ride of a lifetime. War had just broken out in Europe, 
and aircraft (a relatively new phenomenon) would soon redefine the 
way wars would be fought. To illustrate this, the two men spent an 
hour bombing Seattle.

They did not want to use explosives, of course, so they used flour bags 
instead. The nice white impact bursts would be visible from the air, 
indicating the accuracy of their bombing raids. They loaded up the 
plane [a Model D biplane] with 21 three-ounce flour sacks, with 
which to rain terror on the city below.

Taking off from Lake Union, Evans dropped a few test bombs over 
the water in order to gauge how far the bags would drift due to the 
wind. Throughout the flight, Evans acted as bombardier, while 
Christofferson pointed out targets. Once Evans was comfortable 
estimating where the sacks would land, the junior birdmen bore 
down on the city.

BOMBS AWAY
The first bomb was dropped over a vacant lot, but forward thrust 
carried it a half-block further where it burst open in the doorway 
of a home. Evans mentally added 150 feet to his calculations as the 
plane moved closer to downtown.

Flying over the regrade area, they spotted a carnival. They deployed 
another bomb and it hurtled to the ground, exploding very near 
to a Ferris wheel. Christofferson grinned fiendishly as they flew on 
towards the Washington Hotel. They dropped another bomb, but 
this one hit a vacant lot behind the hotel.

From there, they deviated off course a bit and flew out over 
Elliott Bay. Evans tried bombing a passing ship, but the bag hit 
the water. Next, they flew over the old mill at the end of Harbor 
Island, and Evans scored a direct hit, leaving a white smear on the 
building’s roof.

CITY UNDER SIEGE
The airship headed straight for downtown, as groups of people stared 
up and pointed at the marvelous craft above. Realizing that even a 
small flour sack dropped from 1,000 feet would not have a pleasant 

effect on a pedestrian’s noggin, Evans had the presence of mind not 
to pelt the streets. He zeroed in on buildings instead.

First up was the Rainier-Grand Hotel, upon which Evans found 
great pleasure in scoring a direct hit…. After blitzing the Lincoln 
Hotel, the plane headed toward the waterfront. Attempting to plop 
a sack onto the Grand Trunk dock, Evans overshot, just missing the 
Admiral Farragut, which was moored to the north. Instead, the 
bag burst aboard the fireboat Duwamish much to the consternation 
of Acting Chief Engineer Charles Well, who preferred to keep 
his craft clean.

A few more bombs were tossed out of the plane. An attempt was 
made to “blow up” Fischer Brothers grocery, but the package 
caromed off Star Carriage instead. Following that, a perfect strike 
was made on Diamond Ice and Storage. Their ordnance now 
depleted, the men headed back to base.

KEEP WATCHING THE SKIES! 
In all, the bombers had hit their targets 20 percent of the time, 
which they considered a success. “If an inexperienced man with 
nothing better than three-ounce packets of flour can score 20 percent 
of hits in guesswork throwing,” asked Christofferson, “what could 
be achieved by an airman with a compressed air weapon properly 
sighted and in a plane with range finding instruments?”

“Six aeroplanes can reduce Seattle to rubble or surrender,” he 
continued. “Five years more and ships of war will be obsolete. The 
dirigible balloons will be antiquated. There will be nothing left but 
the aeroplane, armored, equipped with guns, and manned by a crew 
of absolute scientists. Then must come peace, for an aeroplane war 
would be too awful to contemplate.”
For the complete story by Alan J Stein, go to: 
historylink.org/File/3478.

Thanks to Anne Depue, our book critic, for sleuthing out 
this piece of Seattle history.

CELL  206.818.1487
FLORA@WINDERMERE.COM

FLORA.WITHWRE.COM
206 722 1540    PrestigeCrafted.com

N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N  u R E M O D E L S  u R E P A I R  +  C A R E
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GIFT OF WINE
Happy Holiday Season Leschi! Giving the gift of wine 

can be equally as fun for the gift giver as it is for the 
recipient. When choosing a bottle of wine (or two) to gift, 
keep a few basic ideas in mind. Know what they tend to 
like, and have a rough estimate of what you would like to 
spend. Many great wines can be found across all ranges of 
price points. When in doubt, ask an expert, like US! Leschi 
Market will be well staffed with wine experts throughout 
the month to assist you with all of your wine questions.

One of my first holiday seasons at the Market, I heard a 
comment that I will never forget: “Giving wine just seems so 
last minute.” We have discussed the art of gift giving many 
times before. As we embark on the biggest gifting season of 
the year, let me offer some ideas on putting a little meaning 
behind those gifts. Trust me, in general, everyone loves to 
receive wine as a gift and if you put just a tiny amount of 
thought into it, it won’t seem so last minute at all. 

We’ve explored several options in the past of theme based 
wine gifts. These definitely show some amount of thought 
was taken into account. They are just as fun to assemble, as 
they are to receive. All you need to do is choose your price 
point and choose your theme. Here are some of my favorites 
from over the years.

For the bicyclist on the list, for example, a “Tour 
de France” package can include a wine from several 
different regions in France: Alsace, Beaujolais, Bordeaux, 
Burgundy, Champagne, Chateauneuf du Pape, Gascogne, 
Languedoc-Roussillon, Loire, and Rhône are great starting 
points. These regions are so diverse themselves that you 
could easily choose a few wines from within each region. 

“Around the World” packages are great for those fresh 
off a journey, or for those about to embark on one in the 
coming year. Focusing on one country, or several, is easy 
enough to do. Rieslings from Germany, Barberas from Italy, 
Tempranillos from Spain, Cabernet Sauvignons from South 
Africa, Malbecs from Argentina or Carmeneres from Chile. 

Domestic sets can be great too. Walla Walla, Yakima, 
Columbia Valley, Willamette Valley and Napa all provide 
great themed packages. The possibilities and spin-offs 
are endless. From an “Italian Getaway,” to an all organic 
grouping, from all under $10 wine, to an all animal themed 
label, use your imagination and creativity, and most of all, 
have fun with it. 

This brings me to Champagnes and Ports. These are 
ultimate gift wines, if not for the sole fact that people rarely 
buy them for themselves. Who knows why, but I’ve seen 
the trend that we tend to put off splurging for these special 
wines for ourselves, yet are ecstatic when we are gifted them. 
When in doubt, look to the Port and Champagne sections. 

Many of these wines are discounted during holiday 
months, and great finds can be had for under $30. 

Vintage Champagnes and Vintage Ports 
are more expensive and harder to find, 
however “Colheita” Ports (years of ports 

not designated as “vintage”) can be found for a lesser dollar 
amount and for nearly every year; a great idea when trying 
to match birth years, anniversary years, and other significant 
dates in one’s life. 

Finally, let’s conclude with highly sought after wines that 
are in limited supply. Collectors, cellar builders and new 
winos alike will appreciate getting their hands on some of 
these rarities!

2013 Leonetti Cellar Cabernet 
Sauvignon Walla Walla
($112) 96-points, Wine Advocate

2015 Dominus Napanook Vineyard Red Napa Valley
($67) 96-points, James Suckling

2013 Produttori del Barbaresco 
‘Rabaja’ Barbaresco Riserva 
($58) 96-points, Wine Spectator, Top-100 #13

Pol Roger Brut Champagne Reserve 
($45) 93-points, Decanter

2016 Lingua Franca ‘Avni’ 
Chardonnay Willamette Valley 
($40) 93-points, Wine Spectator

2016 Le Vieux Donjon Chateauneuf du Pape 
375 ml ($38) 95-points, Wine Spectator, Top-100 #8

2013 Carpineto Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano Riserva
($28) 95-points, Wine Spectator, Top-100 #11

Are you still unsure what gift to give the wine lover on 
your list? One of my favorite reminders is that accessories 
like wine glasses and decanters rarely need a gift receipt! 
Have a safe and memorable holiday season and we’ll see 
you next year!

CHEERS! ENJOY!
Kenneth Benner, a Seattle area native, is a trained chef and has 
worked in such restaurants as Barbacoa, B.O.K.A. Kitchen + Bar, 
and Dahlia Lounge. Ken is the wine buyer at Leschi Market. He 
has a passion for learning, a meticulous palate, and a tenacity for 
searching out the best for his customers while offering some of the 
most highly coveted wines in the area. His wine column is intended 
to inspire and explore new choices in wine, learn about wine with 
his readers, and share his knowledge and experiences in the wine 
world. Check out the latest at www.LeschiMarket.com or request to be 
added to email updates or send questions, comments, or suggestions 
to ken@leschimarket.com and follow the wine department directly on 
twitter at twitter.com/leschimarket.

Seeking Sustenance...
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RECKLESS NOODLE HOUSE

I knew this place was small, based 
on its previous life as Atlantic 
so suggested, that we needed to 

get there early: as close to 5pm as 
possible. We walked in at about 5:10 
and every table was full! The owner 
spotted a couple making motions to 
leave and suggested we wait for that table which they cleared, 
cleaned and reset very quickly. This process was repeated every 
5 to 10 minutes of our stay. Except for the larger groups deep in 
conversation, folks didn’t linger unnecessarily, sensitive to the 
need to open up tables for more diners. 

It was still Happy Hour so we had a glass of house red (me) 
and a tall glass of new porter (he). My spouse chose the Curry 
Vermicelli Bowl with beef ($15) and I chose the Sea Scallops. 
At $21, it is one of the more expensive dishes and although the 
scallops were cooked to perfection (not tough), it was hardly 
as filling as the Vermicelli Bowl. There were three large sea 
scallops with bits of roasted cauliflower; the thin sauce was 
very good and enhanced rather than overwhelmed the scallops. 
This dish is not on the website menu but then scallops are not 
always available.

My better half pronounced the Bowl perfect for a brisk 
evening as he slurped up noodles and even ate a sprig of cilantro 
without complaining. At home, we cook stealthily with cilantro, 
which is dicey because he can smell it the minute he walks 
into the house. For an adventurous eater who dislikes hardly 
anything, I have concluded he must be one of those folks with 
an anti-cilantro gene. 

Ambiance? You’ll find mood lighting with booths and tall 
stools at a long tall table plus seats at the bar. As for noise, many 
wall attachments (shark jawbones) help diffuse the sound. With 
music a little on the loud side and a full house of chatter, we 
could still hear each other across the table. 

Service is good which helps with the turnover and the owner 
is attentive. I asked about the “Reckless” name. He said he and 
his partner indulge in risky pastimes like rock climbing, snow 
boarding, etc., and the name just reflects their life style. I would 
say this venture into the restaurant business was not reckless; 
they have a prosperous business in that difficult spot. I say 
difficult due to the size. The constant turnover is key to keeping 
it profitable. There seemed to be no vacant tables the entire time 
we were there.

Caution: Do not be tempted to park in the parking lot on 
the east side of the building; it is employee parking for several 
businesses and you will be towed. Two difficulties here: parking 
and getting a table—but worth it.

RECKLESS NOODLE HOUSE
2519 S Jackson, 206-329-5494, recklessnoodles.com
Mon–Thurs 4pm–12am; Fri 4pm–2am; 
Sat 11:30am–2am; Sun 11:30am–10pm

~Diane Snell

THREE CHEERS FOR LESCHI MARKET

We have Thanksgiving dinner at our daughter’s in 
Mill Creek and it is usually a gourmet treat, but 
my daughter was worried this year as they were 

beginning an extensive kitchen remodel and she wasn’t 
sure she had the oven space needed. Leschi Market to the 
rescue with their smoked roasted turkey, stuffing and gravy! 
Rave reviews from the gathered crowd that seems to get 
bigger each year. The turkey was moist and delicious, and 
with someone else doing the turkey work, my daughter 
concentrated on her spectacular desserts: French apple tart, 
Pumpkin cheesecake and Chocolate Pecan Pie! There are 
times I wish we ate dessert first!

~Diane Snell

 ...in the Wilds of Seattle
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L E S C H I  C O M M U N I T Y  C O U N C I L

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES

N O V E M B E R  12 ,  2018
T R E A S U R Y  Janet shared the October report and said that a 
recent deposit will greatly increase the numbers. She and Diane 
are checking out a recent charge by WIX on our credit card. 
Janice said she would follow up on this. Janet will leave in about 
10 days for her annual trek to warmer climes; she will return 
in March. Thanks to the Internet, she is able to pay bills and 
provide us with reports during her absence.

J A N I C E  Senior Center Holiday table: it was agreed the LCC 
would purchase a table for eight at the fundraising gala. Janice 
asked for a task list and delegation of tasks for the upcoming 
events: Holiday and Valentines’ Wine Tasting. Discussion held 
for Diane’s turn as she has list of tasks.

J O H N  He expressed concern for the ongoing draping of the 
condominiums that are awaiting some repair. He wants to send 
letters to both marina management and the condominiums. 
Janice gave John the name of the condominium manager and the 
contractor who will be working on the project. Tracy thanked 
John for his article listing the issues with Parks.

D I A N E  Deadline for Dec. newsletter is Nov. 19. Dec./January 
programs (Holiday party in Dec; no meeting in January)

H O L I D A Y  P A R T Y  N E E D S  Diane will get food; Janice will help 
set up before the music program; John will pick up the wine 
from Leschi Market, Trevor will act as bartender and Tracy will 
help with cleanup.

W I N E  T A S T I N G  Brown Paper Tickets: Diane will set this up

P U B L I C I T Y  No actual assignment; need website, NextDoor and 
poster publicity

F O O D  &  M U S I C  Need munchies; enthusiasm over music; Diane 
will ask The Rio Thing. We probably need to rent wine glasses.

S E T - U P  not sure what is involved here; need to check with Steve 
and the Center

T I C K E T  T A K E R S  A T  C E N T E R  Janice and Diane volunteered

C L E A N  U P  everybody should be involved in this so we get out 
more quickly.

T R A C Y  CANDC is choosing a new name. Tracy is still not 
getting their emails. Diane said she would email someone that 
she felt could handle the fix on that. She is planning a program 
on Emergency management with Madrona. Diane suggested 
she contact Kathryn Keller in Madison Valley who attended our 
program and has expressed interest.

~Respectfully submitted, Diane Snell

R E S T R I C T E D  F U N D S
The String of Pearls refers to the street end mini-parks along 
Lake Washington. The funds in this account come from 
donations and are used primarily for plants. Our Parks Chair, 
John Barber, is the go-to person for questions about funds. 
Maintenance is done by volunteer work parties; brush and 
weeds are carted away by SDOT crews in accordance with 
original agreement. 

Income Expenses Balance  
10/31/2018

General Fund $9,478.52
Ad Revenue $4,655.00
Dues $1,030.00
Donations $1,725.00
Insurance ($644.00)
Printing & postage ($6,278.69)
Totals $7,522.50 ($9,205.54) $9,478.52

Restricted Funds
ArtWalk $270.00 ($2,164.33) ($1,246.69)
Friends of Powell Barnett $1,068.06
Cherry Street Corridor $635.76
Flo Ware Park ($458.69) $1,023.98
Friends of Street Ends $400.00 ($116.94) $710.44
Frink Park $9,898.10 ($10,154.08) $2,067.60
King Street $1270.00
Leschi Gateway Project $347.39
Leschi Natural Area $75.00 ($909.48) $4,845.39
Officer Brenton Fund $3,633.85
String of Pearls $250.00 $1,930.38
SW Frink Park $1233.08
W. Vaughn Memorial Fund $200.00 $1200.00
Wading Pool $3006.13
Whitebear DreamCatcher $201.64
Totals $18,615.60 ($23,009.09) $31,405.50

Certificate of Deposit $11,252.00
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Support your community by joining the Leschi Community Council!
We create awareness of neighborhood issues so residents may make informed and effective decisions.
LCC joins with the Leschi Business Association on ArtWalk and Halloween Spooktacular 
LCC supports the Instrumental Music Program at Leschi Elementary
LCC supports volunteer activities in our local parks and on our public stairways
LCC supports the Central (Central Area Senior Center)
LCC produces the Leschi News 10 times a year

Name________________________________ Phone____________________  

Address_____________________________________________________

City________ State____ Zip________ Email________________________

All donations are tax-deductible as we are a non-profit 501(c)(3).

My check is enclosed:  $35 family membership  $25 individual membership 

 $15 student/low income/ senior membership 

 I am making an additional donation for LCC work

Mail to: 
Leschi Community Council • 140 Lakeside Ave. Suite A #2 • Seattle WA 98122-6538 

leschinewsLeschi Community Council is a participating member of the Seattle Community Council Federation

November 2018 Issue No. 356

inside the news3 A View on the Supreme Court4 A Public Bank for Seattle? 7 The CASC Quest for Independence12 Top 10 Turkey Wines

Contemporary Native Art  
in the Northwest

Native artists are flourishing in the Northwest. We are fortunate to have several 

generations of accomplished artists and curators organizing challenging 

exhibitions. In addition, the Climate Change movement is led by eloquent 

native poets and musicians as well as political activists. Susan Platt, our Art 

Critic, will present a selection of these creative voices as well as highlight an 

important upcoming event.Also, SPU will give us a preview of their next project, which will affect traffic 

patterns in south Leschi, and the Senior Center Director Dian Ferguson will tell 

us about the Center’s quest for independence.TUESDAY, NOV 7, 7PM—CENTRAL AREA SENIOR CENTER, 500 30TH AVE. S.

SAVE  THE DATEDon’t miss the LCC Holiday Party!Dec. 5 at 7:30pm
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leschinewsLeschi News advertising rates:
business card, $35; 1/4 page, $70;  
1/2 page, $140. Contact Diane Snell  
at 206-726-0923 to advertise to  
your community.

The next Leschi News deadline is D E C E M B E R  19 . Mail all articles, comments,  
letters, advertisements, and membership dues to this address:
Leschi Community Council, 140 Lakeside Ave Suite A #2, Seattle WA 98122-6538  
or email Diane Snell at leschinews@comcast.net

DEC 1 9am–3pm. Leschi Natural Area work party, lunch and tools provided. 36th & Terrace.

DEC 1 11:15am. Garfield Jazz Orchestra “Winterfest” at the Seattle Center Armory, 305 Harrison St.

DEC 5 �7:30pm. Leschi Holiday Party at The Central (aka the Central Area Senior Center)  
at 500 S 30th Ave S.

DEC 6 �6:30–8:30pm. The November East Precinct Advisory Council (EastPAC) meeting was moved 
to the first Thursday in December, due to the usual meeting falling on Thanksgiving.

DEC 8 9am–12pm. Seattle Neighborhood Coalition (SNC) breakfast, $14 at The Central. 

DEC 8 �6–10pm. Green Dolphin Holiday Gala at The Central, with S. Josephine Howell 
performing. Costs are $150, $125 and $100, with a full dinner! RSVP to 206-726-4926.

DEC 10 6pm. LCC Board meeting at The Central, technology room. Please note the new time.

DEC 13 6–7:30 pm. Central Area Neighborhood District Council (CANDC) at The Central. 

DEC 14 �7:30pm. Garfield Orchestra performs the Messiah Sing-a-Long at the First Baptist Church,  
1111 Harvard Ave.

DEC 15 �12:30pm. Garfield Jazz Orchestra’s “Winterfest” at the Seattle Center Armory,  
305 Harrison St.

DEC 20 �7–9pm. Garfield Orchestra’s Midwinter Concert at the  
Quincy Jones Performing Arts Center, 400 23rd Ave.

Contact Darcy Thompson 
for Frink Park work parties 
at 206-325-4295.

Join us on Facebook:  
LESCHI or see our website: 
leschicommunitycouncil.org  
or leschinews.com

december 2018 | calendar


