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Two special events on April 6
COLMAN PARK RESTORATION
A presentation by Margy Bresslour and Evan Wright on 
restoring Colman Park to the Olmstead vision, with special 
guest John Huizinga, Arborist. 7-7:30pm

PANEL DISCUSSION ON MOORAGE ISSUES
Featuring Paul Wilkinson, Manager of Moorage for Parks, 
Paula Hoff, Parks and Marty Oppenheimer, Public Advisory 
Team member. 7:30-8pm

THE CENTRAL AREA SENIOR CENTER, 500 30TH AVE. S
 

SAVE  
THEDATE

Elect New Officers!
Leschi Star Awards5/4
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Our March speaker, Nick Licata, was encouraging us to become citizen 
activists and more importantly than that, do it effectively! When 
speaking to elected officials, he urged us to not stop at asking for their 

support, but ask for their VOTE and even ask for their sponsorship of a bill 
that will accomplish what you are seeking. He used examples like the $15 
per hour campaign to illustrate his suggestions. That campaign illuminated 
how clueless some politicians can be. If one gave any meaningful thought 
to the reality of trying to live on the (then) minimum wage in this city, one 
would realize it isn’t possible. Even $15 will be a struggle. The Washington 
Economic Institute’s Executive Director, John Burbank, said at a public 
meeting over a year ago, that if wages had followed the same trajectory as 
in the 50’s, the minimum wage would be $18 per hour and recently Noam 
Chomsky said on Alternative Radio, it would be $20 per hour. Boosting 
low wage workers’ wages not only gives them a living wage, but also 
boosts their purchasing power, resulting in greater sales at local businesses. 
Imagine being able to patronize the business where you work!

We were able to begin our stairway cleaning again this month; the rain 
held off and the small crew of Jeff Floor, Janet Oliver, Tracy Bier, Jim Snell 
and the two Dianes were able to clean the King St. stairs and to pick up 
the scattered branches brought down in the recent windstorm. The Senior 
Center is currently short-staffed with building attendant positions open and 
it was a big help for us to spruce up the grounds. Diane Morris is sprucing 
up the Center’s flowerbeds every Thursday morning and is gracious about 
accepting volunteer help if you are free.	

After the stairway work party, Janet Oliver, our resident expert on all 
things transportation-oriented, took the Snells for a ride on the new link 
to the University campus. We caught the #8 bus to the Capitol Hill station 
where we joined what looked like all of Seattle residents trying to board the 
new train to the new U W station. Despite the crowds in the station, we 
were able to board quickly and find a seat. Janet sat next to a young woman 
who was ecstatic about the train and plans to take it every day on her 
way to college classes. There were musicians in the University station and 
musicians in the tents at both stops. Not sure what the policy on buskers 
will be; this may have been part of opening day festivities. Food trucks 
greeted us outside the U W station. One has to believe that this University 
stop will relieve some of the pre- and post-game traffic; it conveniently 
drops riders off at the entrance to Husky stadium. The ride itself was quiet 
and fast; the escalators up and down were equally smooth and quiet, a far 
cry from some of the old, creaky wooden escalators one finds in London. 
Seattle is slowly entering the 21st century! 

Be the change you want to see in the world. ~Gandhi

~Diane Morris &~Diane Snell

Presidents’ Message
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Editorial

The Manhattanization of Seattle?
These were the words uttered by Professor Henry McGee 
describing the demographic changes in Seattle at a 
recent meeting of the Seattle Neighborhood Coalition. 
He said two words describe Seattle: wealthy and white. 
He has studied both Portland and Seattle and found 
that black communities are a bellweather. He cited the 
Central District as an example; it was once a segregated 
black community, but as younger well-to-do groups lost 
their fear of blacks and wanted convenience (proximity 
to work and to urban amenities), they looked for housing 
that met their needs regardless of segregation status. The 
Black community was moving southward for a number of 
reasons: the younger generation wanted more house for 
the money and what they felt were better schools. The 
older generation followed as the community changed and 
they no longer felt a part of it. The new center of the black 
community is in Renton, Kent and Tukwila. 

Professor McGee’s talk came after the HALA (Housing 
Affordability and Livability Agenda) presentation, but 
seemed to belong before it. McGee spoke of the lower 
incomes being forced out of the city and the HALA 
approach seemed designed to alleviate that….slowly.

Geoffrey Wentlandt represented the Office of Planning 
& Development. He listed the identified problems: 
4,000 persons go without any shelter at all; 45,000 pay 
over half their income for shelter, and the average rent 
for a 1-bedroom apartment has increased 29% over 
the last 5 years.

HALA’s overall goal is to build 50,000 new units of 
housing: 20,000 for lower incomes and 30,000 market rate 
units. Developers will be allowed to build an extra floor 
if they include 5-7% affordable units or pay into a fund, 
which serves to finance a lower income building. There 
was some push-back from the audience as including 
affordable units would be faster than waiting for the fund 
to pay for an additional building. 

While Wentlandt did not go over all the strategies, he did 
focus on the supports that would be offered to current 
renters or seekers of units:

�� Preservation Tax Exemption: incentives to preserve 
existing affordable housing.

�� Strengthening Tenant Protections: Ban any increase 
of rent for apartment with any substandard issues 
and require 60 days notice if there is a planned 
increase of over 10%. 

�� Expand source of income discrimination protections 
(such as Section 8 vouchers, child support income, SSI).

Concerns were expressed during the Q & A period: no 
focus on families with children, no focus on neighborhoods, 
some concern about make-up of the HALA group and one 
person said there should be a goal that enables those 
who work in the city, to live in the city. This struck home 
with me; I feel strongly that our teachers, firefighters, 
police staff, baristas, grocery clerks, etc. should be living 
in the neighborhoods where they work. I also felt the 
percentages for affordable units were very low; at the 
rate of 5-7% for affordable housing, we’ll be facing the 
same issues in another 10 years, as we are now with 
homelessness. That percentage is just too low!

~Diane Snell
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Leschi News Briefs

Neighborhood & beyond
LESCHI MARINAS ARE AT A FORK 
IN THE PATH TO THE FUTURE

April 6, Leschi’s meeting at 7 pm, is the last time 
for a public meeting for Leschi as a neighborhood 
to decide what we think is important to the future 

of the Leschi Marinas. Park property is on the edge 
of being turned over to a private firm, Foss Waterway 
Management, to take over the development of improving 
the marinas and managing them for 30 years or more.

The Leschi North and South Marinas are owned by 
the Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation. The 
marinas are public park space.
•	 Do we, the public, want free access to use the docks 

and enjoy the close views of the water and the boats? 
Or, should the space be locked for use only by private 
tenants, the boat owners?

•	 Do we want to save Leschi Dock where the Christmas 
boats tie up and people sunbathe in the summer?

•	 Do we want to save the floating “Police Dock,” which 
the Leschi Community Council partnered with 
Washington Water Trails Association to build for use 
by kayakers and canoers?

•	 Do we want to permit renting marina space to jet skiers 
and speedboats, considering that these boats endanger 
swimmers, paddle boarders and small sailboats, as well 
as creating wakes that erode the shorelines?

•	 Do we want park space being taken for a meeting room 
for the boaters?

•	 Do we want to continue to provide exclusive 
parking spaces next to the Lake on park property 
for the boaters?
These are all public policy questions that pertain to 

use of public lands and waters and to the concept of 

parks and recreation and what makes sense as healthful 
recreation that is safe and builds community.

On April 6, we hope to have a meaningful public 
discussion. On hand will be representatives of the Parks 
Department and a member of the Public Advisory Team 
to explain the project and introduce some of the issues.

It is expected that after our meeting, Parks 
Department staff will negotiate a contract with Foss 
Waterway Management and make a proposal about 
approving the contract to Seattle City Council by 
September 2016.

~John Barber

LOCAL WOMEN IN THE NEWS
The Dragon Boat Team

Wendy Ceccherelli and Pam Smith-Mentz, Leschi 
and Madrona residents respectively, are part of the 
Washington Masters Team traveling to Adelaide, 

Australia, for an international Dragon Boat Race 
beginning April 1. 
Twenty-five members 
of WAM, age 50 and 
over, will compete 
in races, which 
can range to 2000 
meters (races of this 
length are not held in 
this country). 

Pam says, “I 
started paddling 
12 years ago. My 
husband and I moved 
to Seattle, purchasing 
our first home in the 
PNW in Madrona, 
shortly before we were introduced to dragon boating. 
We were not familiar with dragon boating before seeing 
them on Lake Washington. We were walking along the 
waterfront one evening as some paddlers were headed out 
with Club SAKE at Leschi Marina. We inquired about 
the large canoe-like boats and were invited to give it a 
try. We did and loved it -- being out on the lake with the 
mountains as the backdrop was a perfect place to get in a 
workout right in the neighborhood and meet new people. 
I’m hooked on being out on the lake. I hadn’t paddled 
with an all-women’s team until this crew. I really love it! 
I’ve established friendships throughout the region and I 
am amazed at the commitment of this team.” 

M. Suzanne Heidema
Certified Public Accountant

p 206.329.5221    f 206.329.5415
sheidema@msn.com

417 31st Avenue
Seattle, WA 98122
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And Wendy: “I was introduced to dragon boating 
in about 2004, when I helped organize the first two 
years of participation by the City of Tampa in a local 
dragon boat festival. After I moved back to Seattle, I met 
then-President of Seattle SAKE Dragon Boat Club (and 
also then-President of the Leschi Community Council) 
Matthew Goossen, who invited me out with the Leschi 
Club. I have been paddling ever since, and followed our 
coach Lesley Blyth, who envisioned a more competitive 
regional team that eventually morphed into WAM, from 
its earliest inception about four years ago.”

Congratulations on your accomplishments and we will 
follow your progress “down under”!

~Diane Snell

GRAND OPENING OF FITNESS ZONE AT 
POWELL BARNETT PARK: APRIL 30!

An outdoor gym of exercise equipment for adults 
will open in Powell Barnett Park, corner of 
Martin Luther King Way and East Alder Street, at 

10am on April 30.
There will be a brief ceremony at 10 am, followed by a 

ribbon cutting at 10:45 am and a demonstration of using 
the equipment given by neighborhood fitness instructor, 
Rebecca Francis.

At 11:30 am, see a performance by the “Thrillers” 
dance group performing works by Michael Jackson.

Group Health will provide FREE bicycle 
helmets for kids.

Partners for the Fitness Center include the Powell 
Barnett Legacy Committee, Leschi Community Council, 
MOMentum, Trust for Public Lands, Seattle Parks 
Foundation, Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation, 
as well as fundering sponsors: the Clarence E Heller 
Foundation, Tulalip Tribes Charitable Contributions, 
Stim Bullitt Excellence Fund, Coca Cola Foundation, 
Group Health, Outdoor Happiness Movement, 
Wyman Youth Trust, TEW Foundation, Moccasin 
Lake Foundation, and the Seattle Department of 
Neighborhoods.

~John Barber, Leschi CC,  
Parks and Openspace Committee Chair

STAIRWAY PROJECT

On April 16, we will revisit the stairs on Dearborn 
from 30th down to 31st. We’ll meet at the top of the 
stairs at 10am; this is just south of Grace Methodist 

Church where 30th curves to the east around the church 
property. Bring your own tools: clippers, brooms, rakes, 
flat-bottomed shovels for that stubborn moss, etc. This is 
a particularly gnarly spot with out of control blackberries; 
we don’t expect to take them all out, but mainly to clip 
them back from the stairway so no one is “grabbed” by 
those nasty thorns. If we have heavy rains, we’ll cancel. 
The Leschi CC feels it is more than time for some 
sunshine! This stairway seems to be heavily used by 

joggers and we get lots of thank you while we are cleaning 
up! Diane Morris always invites the passers-by to join us, 
but takers are few!

~Diane Snell

60,000 CYCLISTS STRONG!

Not a joke! On Sunday, April 3, the Cascade Bicycle 
Club is sponsoring the Emerald City Bike Ride 
from UW Husky Stadium, across and back on 

the 520 bridge, south on I-5 Express lanes, through the 
International district and south on 12th to the Mountains 
to Sound Greenway/I-90 Bike Trail to Lake Washington 
Blvd. Then they head north on LWB back to the Husky 
Stadium. Expect cyclists to be in the area from 8am until 
about 12:30pm. The race starts at 7am and the fast ones 
will get here by 8am; the slower one is, the later he or she 
will reach this area. 

So, be prepared for some delays that day and watch for 
emerald green shirts worn by the cyclists!

~Diane Snell  
(from the Cascade Bicycle Club’s event notice)

INDIANAPOLIS PRIZE FOR CONSERVATION

Leschi resident P. Dee Boersma has been selected as one 
of six finalists for this prestigious biennial award given 
by the Indianapolis Zoo for outstanding contributions 

to conservation efforts “affecting one or more animal 
species.” Each finalist is awarded $10,000 and their work 
is reviewed by a second group of conservation experts 
who select one of the finalists for the $25,000 prize in the 
fall. Professor Boersma is co-author of a beautiful book 
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on the world’s penguin species ranging from Antarctica 
to the Indian Ocean and the Galapagos. She was recently 
heard on KUOW asking visitors to the Galapagos to 
send in any photos of the penguins there. Research funds 
for travel are limited and tourist photos do help in their 
ongoing research of the species.

~Diane Snell

DADU? WHAT’S THAT?

Coming soon to a backyard near you: a cottage…if 
certain changes to Seattle’s land use code go through. 
Proposed as a means to address the city’s increasingly 

unaffordable housing costs, the rules governing backyard 
cottages are being reexamined, in an effort to bring 
to market an increase in the number of this humble 
housing type. 

In the early ‘90s, state law was revised, obligating 
municipalities with over 20,000 residents to allow 
attached accessory dwelling units (ADUs, or what most 
people know as a mother-in-law apartment). Since 2010, 
Seattle has allowed property owners in single-family 
zones to build a second, separate residential structure on 
their property, a detached accessory unit or DADU, or in 
the more heartwarming parlance, backyard cottage. The 
target in large part for both of these modifications was 
affordability, while at the same time giving homeowners 
the opportunity for bolstering their long-term financial 
security, a means for getting something out of home 
equity without having to sell their home. The sticking 
point ever since has been one of implementation: 
remarkably few people in Seattle have pursued 
establishing a backyard cottage.

The overheated housing market of recent years has 
brought the issue of affordability into sharp relief, 
renewing interest in the potential of DADUs to bring 
housing costs down and raising the question of why so 
little activity has occurred in the arena. Those familiar 
with the process began to point to a litany of rules 
that have likely been suppressing the backyard cottage 
appetite. Led in part by councilmember Mike O’Brien, 
the city has been looking into the specific impacts of 
certain regulations, while taking the temperature of 
the citizenry in public meetings and written testimony, 
testing our tolerance for change.

One of the chief impediments identified has been 
reticence on the part of banks to loan for DADU projects. 
The culprit it would seem is the draconian penalty for 
violating city ordinance which, rather than just levying 
a simple fine, could result in the wholesale demolition of 
the structure. Considering that the DADU is likely the 
collateral for a construction loan, it’s easy to imagine that 
a bank might hesitate to take the risk. One of the avenues 
that could lead to this extreme scenario is the requirement 
that the property owner live on site (in either the primary 
or accessory unit), with no more than six months spent 
living elsewhere in any 12-month period. Seems harmless 
enough, and those arguing for keeping the ownership rule 
intact feel that without this rule, the DADU market will 
become a bonanza for developers, rather than a route to 
affordability for potential renters, and lead to instability 
and excessive transience in the neighborhoods.

Others point out that the six-month limit becomes a 
serious problem for anyone who receives a job assignment 
that could take them out of town for more than a year. 
Moreover, if the homeowner decides to sell, the buyer 
must either abide by the same rule or tear the DADU 
down. Lending institutions are not fond of this level of 
uncertainty. That combined with the apparent majority 
of respondents coming down on the side of change would 
indicate a likely loosening of this regulation.

~Jeff Floor, Leschi CC Board Member and  
Co-Chair of the Land Use Review Committee)

Physical Therapy
Private Pilates

Semi-private Pilates
Pilates Mat Classes

Most insurance accepted

                Madrona Computer 
 

   PC - Mac support & networking 
       Netflix, Amazon, Roku, Apple TV 
       Hardware & software installations 
       Virus & malware removal 
      
    Chris Kamila 206.462.4340        
    chris@madronacomputer.com 
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100 WOMEN WHO CARE
Neighborhood Women Start Local 
Branch of “100 Women Who Care”

I am a member of a giving circle called “100 Women 
Who Care Greater Seattle Area.” The first 100 Women 
giving circle started in Michigan, ten years ago to raise 

$10,000 to purchase baby cribs. They raised the funds 
using a simple concept: 100 women give $100 each and 
raise $10K, paid directly to a local charity chosen by 
the group. Now there are hundreds of giving circles all 
over the world!

Our mission is to provide for those in need in 
the Greater Seattle Area. We are still growing but 
have already made three donations to date totaling 
$5600 for local charities! See the chapter website 
(http://100womenseattle.wix.com/index) for more 
information on our donations and the list of nominated 
charities we have to date. Recent donations have been 
to Prostitution Survivors and New Beginnings, which 
provide services to victims of domestic violence.

We meet 3 times a year to vote from our list of 
charities nominated by the group. All the donations 
are tax deductible. Online voting is an option if you 
cannot attend.

Come join us by registering on our website. If you have 
any questions, you can contact us at 100WomenSeattle@
gmail.com. We’re looking forward to obtaining our goal 
of a 100 women and men are welcome too!

~Paula Rothkopf, Madrona  
(40 year resident!)

A REVIEW OF THE MARCH 13 WINDSTORM

This winter has rewritten the rulebook for strong El 
Niños. Meteorologists were so certain that Southern 
California would be far wetter than normal, while the 

Pacific Northwest would be drier than normal. Instead, 
Southern California ended up with below-average 
rainfall for yet another winter, and the Pacific Northwest 
witnessed the rainiest winter in many locations on record. 
To our credit, many other things we predicted, such as a 
lack of lowland snowfall and above-normal temperatures 
throughout the West Coast, have come true, but still, this 
year is one many seasonal forecasters would like to forget.

We’ve had several strong storm systems over the past 
12 months. We had our summer blow on August 29 
and an intense storm on November 17. We even had 
a significant storm on March 10 that caused extensive 
coastal flooding throughout the region and ripped 
a Bellingham Home Depot to shreds. But the most 
impressive storm, in my mind, has to be the one that 
occurred only three days later.

It wasn’t the windiest storm, and it wasn’t the biggest. 
However, the low-pressure system itself was one of the 
most symmetrical, picturesque lows I have ever seen. 

It doesn’t take 
a meteorologist to 
see that this was 
an intense storm! 
Moreover, this 
storm tracked just 
off the Washington 
Coast, and our new 
coastal radar was 
able to pick up some 
incredible pictures.

 The day of the 
windstorm, I was 
teaching ski lessons 
up at Alpental, near 
Snoqualmie Pass. It 
was extremely gusty 
up there – I know that 
Summit West had a 
gust to 68 mph, and I 
wouldn’t be surprised 
if we saw similarly 
strong gusts at times at Alpental. It was quite a sight to 
see all of the snow being blown around. Many of the kids 
found the winds scary, but they persevered through the 
storm and were a pleasure to be with the entire day.

Down here, winds were quite gusty. Sea-Tac gusted to 
56 mph, Boeing Field gusted to 54, and the University 
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of Washington gusted 
to 49. Winds were even 
higher up north, with 
Everett, Bellingham 
and the Whidbey 
Naval Air Station 
gusting to 60, 64 and 
66 mph, respectively. 
As is usual, the coast 
was the windiest 
place of all. Aptly named 
Destruction Island clocked a 79 mph gust at 3 pm. One of 
my friends, a post-doctoral atmospheric sciences graduate 
from the University of British Columbia focusing on Pacific 
Northwest windstorms, estimated gusts of 55-60 mph by 
Seward Park based on tree damage nearby. Indeed, many 
trees were toppled in this storm due to the extraordinarily 
saturated soils from this past winter, including this one right 
by the #2 bus turnaround at the bottom of Madrona Hill.

 None of the individual storms this past year will go 
down in the record books. But, taken as a whole, this 
winter was one of the stormiest on record for the Pacific 
Northwest. Let’s hope next winter is a little bit calmer!

~Charlie Phillips
Charlie Phillips, a Madrona resident, just received his B.S. in atmospheric 
sciences at the University of Washington. Check out his personal weather 
blog at www.charliesweatherforecasts.blogspot.com!

SMALL BUSINESS OWNER ON 23RD

In our March issue, we featured the plight of the business 
owners on 23rd Ave. during the long construction project. 
Madrona newsletter editor, Barbara Parker, detailed 

the obstacles in running a business when no one could 
safely reach your business due to torn up streets and huge 
equipment. Re-routing buses eliminated would-be traffic as 
well. For long periods, one could not bus, drive or even walk 
to these businesses.

We interviewed Sarah Berentson, owner of 701 Coffee; this 
is a relatively new business that came to 23rd when the plan for 
a 23rd Ave. “road diet” was already made. When I arrived at the 
coffee shop, Sarah was discussing the possibility of sharing yard 
waste, recycling and garbage containers with the other small 
businesses in the building. Her landlord seemed to agree that 
no one business filled the containers. This is just one example of 
Sarah‘s attention to expenses and detail. She has been the most 
vocal voice in the protests from the embattled business owners 
and the person who has urged them to organize.

Sarah said she had been in business for one year on the 
date we talked (3/17/16.) I asked if she had known about 
the plan and she said, “Yes, the original plan.” (The original 
plan was to fully complete the section of 23rd between 
Jackson and Cherry before moving on to section 2 between 
Cherry and Union.) She felt she could handle disruption on 
the south side and when that was re-opened, the disruption 
would move to the north side of the business. But SDOT 

and SPU began tearing up 23rd from Jackson to Union and 
even beyond to Madison.

She said she had been in negotiations to rent the retail 
space for nine months before the actual opening. She 
was proud of the fact that she was debt-free for many 
months; by September, she had 80 customers a day and 
met her expenses easily. It was in October that the business 
collapsed. The re-routing of the 48 had a big impact on 
business; Garfield students would wait across the street 
for the northbound 48 and the crowd was as much as 
50 students. Many would dash across the street for an 
after-school snack. Since the students have limited time 
during school hours to purchase outside the school, any 
obstacles that keep them from reaching the café quickly, 
discourages the attempt. Sarah said that even Ezell’s right 
across the street from the school has seen a loss of business.

Sarah said she was behind a few months in rent and they 
had sold their vehicle to stay afloat. Her family of six (with 
two high school and two middle school students) is living 
in a studio apartment. She even had to return their Vitamix 
to pay other bills; this was a blow as Fruit Smoothies are 
a popular item on the menu. She has since been able to 
replace the Vitamix.

Sarah has completed a couple of inches of paperwork in 
an effort to obtain some financial help from the city, but has 
heard nothing yet. She feels that the gas explosion in the 
Greenwood area has changed the city’s focus. She still feels 
strongly that the business owners need to stay organized. 

We shared stories on “planned gentrification” of the area. 
I had been told by a local activist that the demise of the 

Your neighborhood store  
that offers so much more!

Homemade 
SauSage 

gourmet 
Coffee

artiSan 
BreadS

organiC 
ProduCe 

over 1400 
wineS 

Craft  
BeerS

103 Lakeside ave, Seattle, wa 98122     206-322-0700 
open mon–Sat 8am to 8pm, Sun 8am to 7pm

www.leschimarket.com     info@leschimarket.com

Tree that fell under the storm’s fierce winds 
at the bottom of Madrona Hill. Own work.
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small minority-owned businesses was part of the 23rd Ave. 
plan. Sarah said she had seen drawings of the area where 
her small building was replaced by a multi-story apartment 
building with retail at street level. It would be too bad 
to lose the small businesses that exist and have them be 
replaced by big chain operations. Let’s support these small 
businesses and try to keep them open!

Sarah takes pride in her ability to serve vegan food that 
even carnivores like! When mangoes are in season, she 
serves a delicious mango salad. She gets her croissants, 
pastries and bagels from the local Golden Wheat Bakery 
(reviewed in this issue by a Madrona resident.) The owner, 
Angel, was able to use her suggestions for a butter substitute 
to create delectable bakery items. I want to go back for 
lunch and try the cashew butter that she puts on bagels!

~Diane Snell

NEWS FROM THE CENTRAL

The 3/16/16 member meeting opened with a power-point 
presentation by Bellevue Museum of Arts staff featuring 
an upcoming program: Inspiring Beauty. It opens May 

20 and runs through August 14. The exhibit will focus 
on 50 years of the Ebony Fashion Show and comes to us 
from the Chicago History Museum. Dian Ferguson said 
they would plan some field trips to Bellevue during the 
run of the exhibit and she encouraged members to share 
their memories and photos of Ebony Fashion Shows they 
attended in the past. Admission to the Museum is $10 and 
the first Friday of each month is free for seniors.

Dian Ferguson said that Sound Generation (the former 
Senior Services) is currently making some logo decisions. 
The organization has some internal changes: Vice-President 
Joanne Donahue is acting Director as the current CEO 
is having health problems and the CFO is a new hire. 
Financials are 3 months behind at this point.

Good News: When United Way decided to change its 
focus to children and homelessness, there was suddenly 
a deficit of $800,000 for aging programs. Group Health 
has stepped forward to offer the $800,000 for this year in 
two $400,000 payments. These funds support vital senior 
programs like Meals on Wheels, congregate meals and 
senior transportation.

The Central has plans to offer some mental health 
programs like Grief and Loss; filling the holes in the 
parking lot, assessing for expanding parking spaces and to 
have someone to work on housing issues.

When asked about the feasibility study, Dian said that 
she had just received a call to attend a meeting at the 
Mayor’s office the next morning on this very issue. Someone 
from the Housing Department would also be there. 

New services and classes:
Rite Aid will have a table on health information the third 

Thursday of each month.
Hopelink will be at the Central on the 4th Thursday 

beginning in April.
Art: Pratt will offer a free course for those with memory 

issues on Friday afternoons.
Charlotte Jacobs, the Social Worker, said that she would 

be receiving applications for the Farmers’ Market program. 
These $40 vouchers are given by lottery, drawn from the 
completed applications. 

The Central has two youth workers through the end 
of April: Ronnie from Guatemala and Mohammed 
Sharif from Somalia. Welcome them and thank them 
when you see them!

~Diane Snell

LESCHI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Elections in May

Leschi CC by-laws require public notice of our elections 
3 months in advance. This is the 2nd notice; the 3rd 
notice will appear in the May issue. We urge interested 

residents to step forward for one of these positions. It is an 
exciting time to be part of the LCC. In the next year, we 
will see work begin on the long-neglected marinas in Leschi, 
there will be vast changes to one of our local shopping areas: 
Promenade 23 and we will work with the city to increase 
the supply of affordable housing. 

The Leschi Community Council holds elections for its 
five elected positions every two years. Current officers may 
NOT run again for their current positions as the bylaws 
stipulate that one may serve 2 two-year terms and we have 
reached that barrier! The elected positions are President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and LCC representative 
to the Seattle City Council Federation.
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Basic requirements are the ability to attend the two 
meetings each month (the general meeting on the first 
Wednesday and the Board meeting on the following 
Tuesday.) The SCCF rep would have an additional 
meeting each month on the 4th Tuesday. There are no 
general meetings in July and August, but the Board 
continues to meet each month. 

Briefly, the President chairs the meetings, the 
Vice-President steps in when the President is absent 
and recruits folks to run for office in an election 
year, the secretary takes minutes at the meetings, the 
treasurer pays the bills and collects the revenue. Other 
duties are specified in the job descriptions for each 
position. Interested persons should email leschinews@
comcast.net and request a copy of the job description 
(or call 726-0923 if you don’t use email). And don’t 
be intimidated; we have knowledgeable folks who can 
mentor and there are bylaws to guide us. 

~Diane Snell

LET’S REOPEN THE WADING POOLS 
at Powell Barnett Park and Peppi’s Playground

The two wading pools in our neighborhood have been 
closed for more than 5 years due to cutbacks in the 
funding by the Department of Parks and Recreation. 

The Parks Department has pushed for the development 
of water spray parks instead. Although spray parks 

consume less water because of recycling the water, they 
cost up to a million dollars to construct and are very 
expensive to repair.

Wading pools are much beloved in our neighborhood 
because they have the advantage of low stress use by 
the smaller tots, plus a place for parents to dip their feet 
on hot days and talk with neighbors. Most of us have 
happy memories of our own childhoods or of parenting 
at wading pools.

Instead of filling our convenient wading pools, the 
Parks Department wants our parents and children to 
travel to the Volunteer Park wading pool- which is an 
impractical trip by bus for parents with tots and not easy 
by car. Alternatively, the Department suggests using the 
spray park at Pratt Park, but that was recently shutdown. 
The spray park at Judkins Park was recently updated, 
but spray parks do not address the needs of the youngest 
children or provide the passive ambiance for parents.

The communities served by Powell Barnett Park and 
Peppi’s Playground — Garfield, Madrona, Leschi, and 
Squire Park — are ethnically and economically diverse 
neighborhoods that should be benefiting from the 
wading pool program. Let’s ask the Department of Parks 
and Recreation to re-open the wading pools at Powell 
Barnett Park and/or Peppi’s Playground permanently 
starting this summer.

~John Barber
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A VISIT TO DOWNTOWN:  
SMALL SPACES, BIG IDEAS

Susan Noyes Platt www.artandpoliticsnow.org 

“Beauty in the Decay”

For a spring treat, you have until the end of April to 
stop by the ArtXchange Gallery near Pioneer Square 
to see the Alan Lau exhibition “Beauty in the Decay.” 

His subtle Sumi-e ink, pastel and watercolor paintings 
envelop us like 
a walk in the 
woods. Lau 
studied Sumi-e 
ink brush 
painting, but 
intentionally 
aspires to a 
contemporary 
style that 
incorporates ink 
with layers of 
surface drawing 
in charcoal and 
chalk: “The spirit 

of the tradition looms behind me not as a rote model 
but as a continuing renewable source of encouragement 
to push ahead.” 

Each of his large paintings uses a different type of 
stroke, contrasting layers, and even shifts of tone, but all 
of them are embedded in nature, and the cycles of life. 
Also, enjoy the intimate watercolors, often of a fruit or 
vegetable in a precise condition of ripeness or incipient 
decay. Lau worked as produce manager at Uwajimaya 
for many years, an aesthetic adventure that gives him an 
intimate feeling for this topic. 

Lau writes eloquently about his work: 
“There is a modern poet who writes about weeds. For 

myself, there is something common, stubborn and oddly 
attractive about weeds and their random persistence. The 
simple beauty of nature, though it looks still to our eyes, 
is constantly teeming with activity. Sometimes it’s this 
quality I want to capture in my work--that of a seemingly 
quiet, inert surface alive with the continual process of 
change, decay and growth within its deepest layers. “ 

Coincidentally, I saw his exhibition immediately after 
visiting a Florida wildlife sanctuary. The photo I took 
with reflections of the sky, penetration under the water 

and the surface of decaying grass, with a diving bird, 
echoes Lau’s vision for his art.

The ArtXchange exhibition provides a rare opportunity 
to conveniently see Alan Lau’s paintings in a Pioneer 
Square venue. For many years, he showed at Francine 
Seders Gallery up in Greenwood, until it closed a few 
years ago. As a pillar of the art community in Seattle, we 
also know him as a poet, art critic, curator and journalist. 
He will be reading his poetry at the gallery on April 21. 

ARTXCHANGE 
Alan Lau — Beauty in the Decay
521 1st Ave. S, Seattle

Municipal Tower and City Hall: the Art Venues

While you are downtown, take the time to also visit 
the art galleries sponsored by Seattle’s Office of 
Arts and Culture in City Hall and the Municipal 

Tower. They offer several surprises. First, and most easily 
found on the third floor of 700 Fifth Avenue, is the 
Ethnic Cultural Heritage Gallery, created by Preston 
Hampton. “What’s Left Behind,” by Satpreet Kahlon 
until April 15 addresses sexual violence and its aftermath 
of trauma. The 
closer we look 
at these works, 
the more we feel 
the intensity of 
Kahlon’s focus. 
For “Sharam 
(Shame),” the 
largest work, she 
tore and burned 
dozens of pieces 
of paper, then 
glued them 
to a 150 x 60 
inch plastic sheet. 
In the center, she 
created the word, “Shame” as negative letters, written in 
Punjabi, clearly testifying to the after-effects of sexual 
violence. But the piece also speaks to survival as part 
of a community. Another work weaves layers of threads 
into plastic suggesting both fragility and cloaking. She 
particularly addresses women of color “by recognizing 
the burden they face to protect their communities while 
simultaneously advocating for themselves as victims.” 

Leschi Community

Culture Corner

Alan Lau, Blue Message, detail, sumi and 
mixed media on rice paper, 60x60 

Satpreet Kahlon, Sharam (shame), 2016 
detail, 130x60in, burnt paper, plastic 
sheeting, Ethnic Cultural Gallery 
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Kahlon’s brave and intense 
exhibition encourages thoughtful 
engagement with a topic that 
is only rarely addressed in a 
public venue. 

Not far away in “Seattle 
Presents,” a small space at 
Columbia St. and Fifth Avenue, 
the city launched a series of six 
exhibitions titled “Dialogues 
in Art: Exhibitions on Racial 
Injustice” with Barry Johnson’s 
“Signs of the Times.” Fortunately, 
I heard the artist speak about his 
work. Casually relaxed in layered 
pale grey shirts, he changes the 
narrative about African Americas 
from crime and poverty. Based 
on his statistical studies, he 
counters stereotypes. First, 
with stacks of mortarboards, 
he charted the dramatic increase in 
PH.D.s awarded to African Americans 
since the 1970s. Second, logos of major inventions by 
African Americans demonstrated their fundamental 
contributions to our world including the microphone, 
and three-color streetlight. Third, he defied prejudices 
about same sex couples with words like “nurture” “love” 
and “community ” written on red tape over a silhouetted 
couple. Although this exhibition has closed, the next 

in the series, “Jasmine Brown, Remembrance” features 
poignant icons of murdered young black men in the 
style of small medieval altars (you can compare them 
with Kehinde Wiley’s icons with a different purpose at 
his glamorous exhibition at the Seattle Art Museum). 
Jasmine Brown will be an artist-in-residence in the 
gallery on Thursdays from ten to three until May 13. 

But, we are not finished yet, with our tour of 
city-sponsored exhibitions. A third space, near the 
Ethnic Cultural Heritage Gallery in the municipal tower, 
currently features group exhibitions. From April 7 – June 
29, 2016 “Cultural Perspectives” displays an amazing 
66 works by 45 artists recently purchased by Seattle 
Public Utilities (that’s our one percent for art program 
still going strong after all these years, the upside of our 
construction mania). The current group show “Seattle 
Simplified, Part 2” featured multimedia, photography, 
and prints by such well –known artists as Jacob 
Lawrence, Juan Alonzo, and Mary Ann Peters. 

Finally, in the main lobby of City Hall itself (and on a 
lower level in the Ann Folke Gallery), the “Real Change 
Agents Portrait Project,” presents individually painted 
portraits of our Real Change vendors. These men and 
women, whom we normally meet by talking to them 
briefly as we buy our papers in the street, now gaze out at 
us directly. Each painting includes a detailed narrative of 
the vendor’s impressive survival amid diversity. 

While you are entering the City Hall lobby, take a 
minute to view the permanent installation by Vancouver 
artist, Eric Robertson Evolving Wing and the Gravity of 
Presence that evokes canoe journeys and the aerospace 
industry in a stunning semi abstract installation.

So save on postage and pay your utility or tax bill in 
person in April, then enrich your day with a visit to these 
many exhibitions, as well as the Alan Lau exhibition at 
ArtXchange, not far away.

Barry Johnson installation, at Seattle Presents Gallery, Municipal Tower
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ITALIAN WINE REIGNS SUPREME
Il Vino Italiano Regna Suprema

The quality of Italian wine becoming available to 
consumers lately is unparalleled. Week after week, 
the Leschi Market tasting panel sees more and more 

wines that command our attention. So much so in fact, 
the wine department expanded the Italian section to 
accommodate the influx. Been drinking Brunello your 
entire life? Are you curious yet intimidated by Italian 
wines and varietals? No matter which end of the spectrum 
you find yourself on, or somewhere in the middle, now 
is the time. From high end to inexpensive, the choices, 
the quality and the pricing has never been better. What 
follows is a “hot seven,” of sorts, however I do encourage 
you to stroll through the Market to see the abundance of 
new and exciting wine!

2011 Schiavenza Barolo Prapò ($56)
“Sweet cherry and plum notes are complemented by licorice, 
leather, tar and tobacco flavors in this muscular, beefy red, 
which is balanced, with a long aftertaste that emphasizes its 
savory, briary side. Best from 2019 through 2033. 275 cases 
made.” - Wine Spectator, 95 points.

2009 Vignalta “Agno Tinto” 
Rosso del Veneto ($21) 
75% Petite Sirah is blended with 25% Syrah. In 1998, 
the 40-year-old vineyard of Tocai was grafted with Petite 
Sirah. This is the newest red wine at Vignalta and one 
of its most innovative. The wine has been greeted with a 
‘standing ovation’. It is warm, with notes of raspberries and 
blackberries. Spicy and elegant …an iron fist in a velvet glove.

2014 Cantina Altarocca Arcosesto Bianco 
Orvieto Classico Superiore Umbria ($15) 
“Altarocca at 350m above sea level has a longer ripening 
season. Using classic Umbrian varietals, such as Grechetto 
and even Procanico, it has a deep respect for tradition, 
but also a highly modern approach to winemaking, using 
low yields, sustainable methods and the best technology. 
This wine is bright and sunny, with citrus and granite 
overtones.” -Small Vineyards

2008 La Fiorita Brunello di 
Montalcino Tuscany ($48)
“Alluring from start to finish, this boasts cherry, earth, spice 
and mineral flavors. Firmly structured, remaining vibrant and 
long on the finish. Best from 2015 through 2026.” - Wine 
Spectator, 91 points.

2014 Tenute Rubino Susumaniello 
‘Oltreme’ Salento Puglia ($13)
Made from native grape Susumaniello, this conveys aromas 
of charred earth, mature plum and a hint of coffee bean. 
The soft, dense palate offers juicy black cherry, pomegranate, 
licorice and a note of black pepper alongside ripe, 
velvety tannins.

2014 Gran Passione Rosso Veneto ($12) 
This rich, deeply colored red is made from 60% Merlot and 
40% Corvina from select vineyards in Veneto. In homage to 
the Amarone wines of Valpolicella, the vines are cut but the 
grapes are left to dry naturally on the vine, a method known 
as Appassimento. The result is a rich luscious nose full of 
sweet, ripe dark cherry, plum, vanilla and Christmas spice. 
The body is rich and velvety, with lots of juicy fruit.

2014 Erste + Neue Kellerei Rosso Classico 
Superiore Alto Adige Italy ($10) 
This 100% Schiava comes from select parcels within the 
micro– zone of Lago di Caldaro (Kalterersee) Classico 
Superiore. Its fragrance is reminiscent of spring wild flowers, 
crushed peppercorn, red and blue mountain fruits and hints 
of campfire. Light-to-medium bodied yet generous mouthfeel, 
with a balanced acidity and a brilliant fruity finish.

CHEERS! ENJOY!
Kenneth Benner, a Seattle area native, is a trained chef 
and has worked in such restaurants as Barbacoa, B.O.K.A. 
Kitchen + Bar, and Dahlia Lounge. Ken is the wine buyer at 
Leschi Market. He has a passion for learning, a meticulous 
palate, and a tenacity for searching out the best for his 
customers while offering some of the most highly coveted 
wines in the area. His wine column is intended to inspire 
and explore new choices in wine, learn about wine with 
his readers, and share his knowledge and experiences in the 
wine world. Check out the latest at www.LeschiMarket.com 
or request to be added to email updates or send questions, 
comments, or suggestions to ken@leschimarket.com and 
follow the wine department directly on twitter at twitter.
com/leschimarket.

Seeking Sustenance... 
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THE GOLDEN WHEAT BAKERY

The Golden Wheat Bakery, which straddles Leschi and 
Madrona near MLK, is a welcoming neighborhood 
gem, a colorful café filled with the scent of Vashon 

Island coffee (women-owned), freshly baked pastries, 
bread and now hot breakfast sandwiches. This morning, 
the folks at the next table were eating mouthwatering 
hot croissants filled with ham and cheese, and hot bagel 
sandwiches. There is also a complete lunch menu with 
soup, sandwiches and salad.

Owner, Angel Rocha, a friendly and talented baker 
originally from Mexico, produces everything from 
French croissants to challah, tamales, savory and sweet 
empanadas, biscotti, quiche—an international array 
of delicacies!

You can also order cakes, pies and tarts, or order an 
individual portion for pure indulgence. Really, I can’t say 
enough about this place, but you can Google them and 
find a number of reviews, YELP included, and all very 
positive reviews. What I like is that it is a real community 
café! Angel is celebrating his third anniversary in this 
space and wants to thank the communities of Leschi and 
Madrona for making his dream come true!

~Susan Roberts, Madrona resident

Editor’s Note: We thank Susan for writing a review of the bakery after 
3 years in business. We published an early review in the Leschi News, 
when they were first getting started and folks were mainly dropping in 
for a carryout pastry. As Susan says, it is now a community café with its 
small tables filled with satisfied diners, whether it’s breakfast or lunch. 
I ordered the Chocolate Mousse cake for a large family get-together and 
it was deliciously moist and dense. My waitperson raved about the Tres 
Leche cake and I must go back for that delicacy, which is not all that easy 
to find here. 

THE GOLDEN WHEAT BAKERY
2908 E Cherry 206.325.5055
7:30am-6:30pm

...in the Wilds of Seattle

Advocates Law Group, PLLC

Erin M. Fairley, Attorney

Estate Planning, Probate, and Guardianships

e-mail:	 EFairley@advocateslg.com
office:	 (206)	535-7929	 cell:					(206)	353-4625
address:	 121	Lakeside	Avenue,	Suite	108
	 Seattle,	WA	98122

advocateslg.com

206 722 1540    PrestigeCrafted.com

N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N  u R E M O D E L S  u R E P A I R  +  C A R E
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Support your community by joining the Leschi Community Council!
We create awareness of neighborhood issues so residents may make informed and effective decisions.
LCC joins with the Leschi Business Association on ArtWalk and Halloween Spooktacular 
LCC supports the Instrumental Music Program at Leschi Elementary
LCC supports volunteer activities in our local parks and on our public stairways
LCC supports the Central (Central Area Senior Center)
LCC produces the Leschi News 10 times a year

Name________________________________ Phone____________________  

Address_____________________________________________________

City________ State____ Zip________ Email________________________

All donations are tax-deductible as we are a non-profit 501-C3.

My check is enclosed:  $35 family membership  $25 individual membership 

 $15 student/low income/ senior membership 

 I am making an additional donation for LCC work

Mail to: 
Leschi Community Council • 140 Lakeside Ave. Suite A #2 • Seattle WA 98122-6538 

leschinewsLeschi Community Council is a participating member of the Seattle Community Council Federation

March 2016 Issue No. 330

inside the news3 Small Minority Businesses Suffer4 Promenade 23: BIG Plans5 Moorage Contract to Foss10 Washington Wine Month

A Conversation  with Nick LicataRecently retired from the Seattle City Council 

after 18 years, Nick Licata will discuss his 

new book: Becoming a Citizen Activist. 
“Licata explains how to get organized, congregate 

power, and master the tactics for change. He is insightful in 

comparing effective communication with methods that just don’t 

work. Licata’s observations on the intricacies of power will empower 

any activist who wants to make a difference in today’s world.”

March 2 — book signing: 7-7:30pm, talk: 7:30-8:30pm

CENTRAL AREA SENIOR CENTER, 500 30TH AVE. S

SAVE  THEDATEThe Moorage PlansApril 7 meeting

LESCHI COMMUNITY COUNCIL

LCC BOARD MEETING 3/8/16
Attending: Kim Murillo, Tracy Bier, John Barber, Jeff 
Floor, Yousef Shulman, Diane Morris and Diane Snell

Treasury
Kim Murillo paid the initial invoice for the Frink Park 
wetland project: $15, 630.29. The funds came from the 
King County Conservation grant. John Barber said he had 
completed the reporting on the Powell Barnett project and 
we would need to reimburse Parks for that project. We will 
receive a $25,000 check from the fundraising efforts which 
we will then turn over as a check to Parks. 

LURC
Jeff spoke about HALA and will write an article for the 
newsletter o DADUs..

Parks
John Barber announced the grand opening of the new adult 
outdoor fitness equipment at Powell Barnett Park on April 
30 10-12am. John asked about a date for Flo Ware Day 
(not known yet.)

Website
Yousef said we would be meeting with Kirsten Hopperstad 
to discuss the next steps.

Stairway project
Diane Morris: Stairway project will clean the stairs by the 
Senior Center on March 18.

April program
restoration project in Colman Park and Moorage plans 
with Parks and Foss; elections at May meeting.

Donations
Diane S. gave some history on the LCC donation program. 
Our informational material on letters and the subscription 
forms highlight our support of the Senior Center and 
Leschi Elementary School. These supports derive from a 
survey we did a few years ago; the public response endorsed 
support of both the school and the Senior Center.

Diane S reported that Captain Paul McDonogh announced 
at the Feb. EastPAC meeting that the annual East Precinct 
picnic would be held at Powell Barnett Park on July 16.

~respectfully submitted by Diane Snell



Leschi Community Council is a participating member of the Seattle Community Council Federation.

Leschi Community Council
140 Lakeside Ave Suite A #2 
Seattle WA 98122-6538 
Address Service Requested

Nonprofit Org.
US POSTAGE

PAID
SEATTLE, WA.

Permit No. 6873

leschinewsLeschi News advertising rates:
business card, $30; 1/4 page, $60;  
1/2 page, $120. Contact Diane Snell  
at 206.726.0923 to advertise to  
your community.

april 2016 | calendar

The next Leschi News deadline is APRIL 18. Mail all articles, comments, letters,  
advertisements, and membership dues to this address:
Leschi Community Council, 140 Lakeside Ave Suite A #2, Seattle WA 98122-6538 
or email Diane Snell at leschinews@comcast.net

APR 2 Leschi Natural Area work party 9am-3pm. Lunch & tools provided. 36th & Terrace. 

APR 2 Pratt Fine Arts, Open House 6-9pm. 1902 S Main St.

APR 2 Jazz on Jackson 4:30-9:30pm. See website for venues & performers.

APR 6 Leschi CC meeting; 7pm Central Area Senior Center, 500 30th Ave. S 

APR 9 Seattle Neighborhood Coalition 9 am at The Central (Breakfast: $14)

APR 12 Leschi CC Executive Board Meeting 7:00 PM 128 30th (Diane Morris’s)

APR 14 CANCELLED Central Area Neighborhood District Council meeting

APR 15 �Green Dolphin Street Lounge 6-9PM featuring jazz singer Eugenie Jones. 
Admission is $20 for non-members and $15 for lifetime members. Refreshments. 
No Host bar. 

APR 16 �Stairway clean-up: Dearborn stairs 30th to 31st. Meet at 10am at top of stairs.  
If we finish early, we’ll move to the Lane St, stairs just north of Grace Methodist.

APR 21 Art Walk planning meeting; 3pm at BluWater Bistro

APR 21 �EastPAC meeting 6:30pm. Chardin Hall, Seattle U. Parking off Jefferson past 
12th on right.

APR 30 GRAND OPENING of outdoor exercise equipment at Powell Barnett Park.

Contact John Barber about 
String of Pearls work parties 
at 206.324.1548 and contact 
Darcy Thompson for Frink Park 
work parties at 206.325.4295.

Join us on Facebook: LESCHI 
or on our website: www.
leschicommunitycouncil.org  
or leschinews.com


