





promised that Frank would be taken to the Tulalip Reservation
which welcomes the resettling of beavers as the tribe works to restore
salmon habitat in the foothills of the western Cascades. It was
unusual, the trapper said, for beavers to be found in private Seattle
gardens. But these are unusual days. In the end, Frank must have
gotten wind of the plans and disappeared, refusing to be enticed by
the fresh willows and alder that baited the live trap.

Frank is probably a juvenile. Beavers typically are encouraged
to leave their colony when they reach about two years old and are
sharing a lodge with parents and younger siblings. They head out
solo, looking for their own territory, typically a half mile or more
from their birthplace. They will begin looking for a mate soon after.
Frank will one day grow to weigh about 60 pounds. The name
“Frank” was a guess as it is difficult to tell the sex of a beaver by
sight. This is a determination best made by smell, if you can get that
close to their sex glands, which is not advised. Males smell like motor
oil and females like old cheese. Frank’s front incisors were orange
because of an iron-rich protective coating.

Beavers were once prolific in North America, numbering close to
400 million when the first Europeans arrived. By 1900, the fashion
craze for beaver fur hats and accessories, and a growing reputation as
a farmland pest, saw beaver numbers drop to 100,000. Today, there
are about 15 million beavers in the United States. Being how beavers
are rodents (the second largest in the world) they reproduce quickly,
and their numbers will no doubt begin to grow as environmentalists
realize the incredible contributions beavers make to the ecosystem.
Beavers are now considered a “keystone species.”

Beavers rebuild Nature. Their damming of streams, done so
they can build lodges that are safe from predators, results in the
creation of quiet pools for young salmon. In addition to providing

fish habitat, their lifestyle (the felling of trees for building and
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nourishment and dental care) creates wetlands which in turn provide
habitat for butterflies and moose alike. They dig canals to bring
additional water to their living areas and to skid small branches and
logs along. This engineering, along with the ponds they construct,
effects water storage
and drainage. Their
work actually lowers the
temperature of water in
some streams and rivers,
a critical feature as we

face the challenge of
climate change.

There are dozens of beaver colonies around Lake Washington.
The best-known local spot to see beavers is at Beaver Lodge, a public
access area at the intersection of McGilvra and the Broadmoor golf
course. Best time for viewing is at dusk. Patience is required as
beavers can stay under water for 8 minutes.

A wonderful website for additional information is heaversnw.org
which includes an astonishing aerial photo of the waterways
beavers have made in the wetlands at the west end of the Montlake
Community Center. And there’s a book that will convince you that
beavers can literally change the world: Eager: The Surprising Secret
Lives of Beavers and Why They Matter by Ben Goldfarb.

On a recent evening stroll near Leschi’s T Dock, we saw a beaver
swimming toward the tip of the fallen pine that now floats on the
lake’s surface. “Frank!” we shouted. We wish them the best.

~Anne Depue

IMAGINE WHAT COULD HAVE
BEEN AND WHAT COULD BE?

ick people, lacking paid leave, couldn’t afford to stop working.
S Others who lost their jobs lost their health insurance, too.

White-collar workers on lockdown discovered they were
counting on people without health care to endanger themselves by
delivering food. Poor children began falling behind in school because
their parents couldn’t afford internet access. African Americans in
states like Louisiana began dying in numbers out of all proportion to
their share of the population. The coronavirus was a serious blow. But
it quickly became obvious that America’s pre-existing conditions had
left the country far weaker and more vulnerable than it should have
been. (My italics.)

I began with the words James Bennet, editorial writer for the
New York Times, wrote April 9th because his paragraph succinctly
covers circumstances I would have summarized to begin this article.
Moreover, Bennet says nothing I did not know long before the
pandemic. I hasten to admit that I was far from alone; many other
persons were, are privy to this information: the millions whose
plight it is to live in these circumstances; social workers, teachers and
others who work in urban and sometimes rural communities, many
“service” workers. But like me, they have no power to improve life
for more than a few persons at a time and often only temporarily.
The researchers could not make Donald Trump not cut their budget
for the study of disease and pandemics. Evidently, neither could
Congtess. Or in the midst of the wheeling and dealing, Congress
selected a greater good, most likely saying, “We can’t get it all.” The
people with power return to their safe environments as the powerless
continue suffering in their unsafe environments.

As Trump lavished hyperboles on the economy before the virus, the
economy he takes credit for, I knew it was not great from a great many
of us. No one asked the person rising at dawn and/or working until after
midnight, “How are you faring in this economy?” No one asks the person
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who works two, three jobs to live, support a family comfortably. The
people at the top made hundreds of thousands of dollars that they could
choose to spend or save; the people at the bottom continued their trudge
in drudgery choosing whether to pay rent, mortgage or utility bills,
skipping meat or purchasing more of the not-so-lean ground beef, not
looking at vegetables. Many persons in the position of going to college
or have children going to college had to defer their and their children’s
college or vocational school plans. Would any in the higher and high
echelons of government have guessed so many Americans would need
food, need food so soon? Could anyone have imagined so many food
banks could be emptied so quickly? Recently our leaders have heard
how many of us live paycheck to paycheck, but it meant nothing to
most of them. Their checks continue to be deposited in their accounts
as is expected. They may not know the amount of their mortgage or
mortgages, rent, utilities, insurance, etc. Everything is always paid and
paid on time. The President loves to mention how he accepts no check
but never mentions how much wealthier he has become as a result of
becoming President. When Trump so often lavished hyperboles on the
economy, he was ignoring so many Americans as he has always done
unless he was in a denigrating mode.

I did not want to write about coronavirus! The subject is
everywhere—all or most stories on the front page of the Seattle
Times, almost all of the TV channels. Of course, it is important.
What tires me is the “discovery” of so many problems in the United
States. Of course, there are problems, big problem—pre-conditions.
Americans who do not have at least $100,000.00 annually coming
into their households, without inheritances, and know nothing
about the social service sector of our country, live high above or away
from the urban centers or rural sections are not affected by much of
the negatives.

I look at the persons on television, for instance. As they recount
the news, they continue to live, for the most part, as they live: pay
remains the same, health insurance, paid sick leave, and the list
continues. “Essential workers” have always been essential but never

valued. Essential workers are being recognized more than ever before.

More people in more places—especially those not in the so-called
“essential workers” group, whose children, nieces, and nephews
certainly won’t be in this group—have noticed these persons for the
first time other than, perhaps, a present of some sort. Or a “big” tip.
The television, newsprint, signs, salutations are great, well-deserved,
but they do not remove these persons from danger nor put more
money in their paychecks. Sincerity requires that we provide

much better care.

Friends know I say the Imperialist has no clothes. I say the
curtain no longer covers Oz—before President Barack Obama said it
in his commencement address!

More than anything I want to hear the following.

Everyone will have shelter.

Everyone will have healthcare including those who cannot
pay. (This includes the mentally ill. No one knows how many
of the homeless are mentally ill. This includes persons addicted
to prescription and illegal drugs. Unhealthy addiction is
unhealthy addition.)

Everyone will have more than simply adequate education—this
includes computers and wi-fi. Education from pre-k to diploma, a
certificate, a two or four-year degree.

Everyone will have a job with a living wage.

The infrastructure of the U. S., especially bridges and roads, will
be repaired, rebuilt and NOT WITH SHODDY MATERIALS!

I realize this is expensive. I also realize that the U. S. prints
money, gives money, billions. Little is ever said about the Pentagon
budget. On occasion the Pentagon has asked for less and been given

more! Our foreign aid budget is a staple for many countries—some
use the money wisely; others do not. I refuse to check how much
we have spent in the past eighteen years as we fight never-ending
wars decreed by a handful of individuals, persons who often do not
represent “the people,” persons who were elected from countless
gerrymandered districts.

Not doing the above is more expensive than all of the above! You
know the adage “A stitch in time saves nine.” Imagine how different
the response might have been had not so many industries had not
been outsourced so millionaires could make more millions. Imagine
how different our response to the pandemic would have been had
everyone had insurance. Imagine how many social problems could
be solved if the stress in more parents’ lives were dramatically
reduced. The birth rate and crime rate could be significantly
reduced. Preventing mobility in the lower classes eats away at the
classes above.

Make changes for selfish reasons! Just make the changes that
allow more members of our society to live comfortably rather than
desperately. When people can get the basics—food, clothing, shelter,
medical care, education, a job/career—adequately, they encounter
less stress and may become more productive members of society.

More and more I repeat the better off we are, the better off we all
are. Most individuals who work in civic, community organizations
see this possibility. We have had a few presidents, congresses, local,
state, and federal leaders who also envision a much better world and
work to make it a reality. We must get others as soon as possible if we
ever plan to make the United States of America the great idea it is on
paper. I still believe.

~Georgia S. McDade
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Leschi Community

Culture Corner

THE SEATTLE COVID 19 MURALS:
CREATIVITY AND CHEER

Dozens of COVID 19 murals going up on Capitol
Hill from Pike and 10th to Broadway and Pine, in
Pioneer Square, and a third group in Ballard. The
idea is that plywood over closed stores provides a great
surface for painting. Many types of artists are involved,
and the procedures vary. Sometimes an individual
store owner directly chooses artists, as with the Globe
Bookstore, Molly Moon, and Oddfellows; other times
it is an organization like the Alliance for Pioneer
Square and Pioneer Square Business Improvement
Association. Here is a link to a website that lists all
the artists and murals there in Pioneer Square. See
pioneersquare.org/experiences/murals-in-pioneer-square. Another

organizationis “Signsof Hope” by Creativity ThatConnects.
creativitythatconnects.com/collections/seattle-locations-1.
In some cases, artists simply paint beautiful imagery

such as lush green foliage (Josephine Riceflower Wakuda)
or mountain peaks (Nikki Frumkin). Often there are
encouraging words: “Keep Going,” “Slow Down” “Stay
Strong,” “Stay Home,” “I can’t wait to see you again,”
etc. The theme of the mural is frequently directly related
to the store that commissioned it, as in the cheery works
of Morgan Zion on Molly Moon’s Ice cream stores and
Coastal Kitchen (a nautical theme of course).
Collectively the murals suggest a reassuring outburst
of creativity as we all fear the loss of all of our cultural
organizations. Many of the artists come from a street
art/graffiti background, or a pop culture focus. Others
are obviously highly trained illustrators and fine artists.

If you go to look for the murals, be forewarned it is

easy to miss some of them. The walking tour map of
Pioneer Square (from link above) showed me that I
missed at least half of them. Even on Capitol Hill to
which I returned three times, I missed some based

on photos sent to me by Jeft Hou, UW Professor of
Landscape Architecture, who kindly sent me a link to
his facebook.https://www.facebook.com/houjeff/media_
set?set=a.10221629106098228&type=3 . Hou’s images
include Ballard which has an outstanding group but does
not have a website.

I encourage you to look at the murals closely and
individually even as you experience the collective spirit.
The styles are wildly contrasting. I have a couple of
favorites. On Retail Therapy on Capitol Hill a mural
by Burgundy Viscosi depicts birds with large lungs.
love this image. The mountain scene by Nikki Frumkin
in Ballard, “Ascent Outdoors,” was stunning (she is
a professional painter of mountains). But the Globe
Bookstore images by Sam Day of famous literary figures
made my day. Globe Owner John Siscoe personally
commissioned them. (For more imagery see my blog
posts at artandpoliticsnow.com/blog/.)

These artists all have distinctly contemporary

approaches, which is appropriate for this existential
moment in history. They did not concern themselves
with the long history of mural painting starting in Ialy
in the fourteenth century and continuing in a direct line
through to the twentieth century with Diego Rivera,
Jose Clemente Orozco, and David Alfaro Siqueiros, the
most famous of the Mexican muralists who worked in

Malt Bizney and Carlos Aguilar, Broadway near Pike, photo by Susan Platt
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Sam Day, The Globe Bookstore—left panel: William Shakespeare, Alex Haley, Mark Twain, Virginia Woolf; door (obverse): Michelle Obama,
Langston Hughes, me; right panel: Sherman Alexie, Maya Angelou, Jamie Ford, Samuel Beckett; door (reverse, below): Tintin and Snowy

the United States at various times ( New York City, San
Francisco, Los Angeles). Judy Baca, who studied with
Siqueiros continued those grand mural traditions in the
1970s and later in both her own work in Los Angeles
and that of many others. Then of course there are the
Indigenous traditions of large-scale painting, all over
the Americas.

Another historical reference for public murals is
Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal which commissioned
artists to paint murals between 1933-1943, some of
which still survive in their original locations. The Public
Works of Art Project, part of the WPA, paid artists
an hourly wage as workers because artists identified
with unemployed factory workers, mine workers, and
many other industries in marches and protests. They
were very, very visible. The government programs for
visual artists, writers, theater artists, musicians, and
dancers, was brilliantly promoted with the slogan
“preservation of skills.”

Today, we have a government that would not even
think of providing employment to any workers, much
less artists. Furthermore, we are prevented from getting
out in the street and protesting. The COVID 19 mural
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artists, paid by individual business owners and
community organizations, can only express hope
and solidarity, not a critique of the system in
which we are living.

But I am inspired by the fact that these creative
artists are getting support from the community.

So, here is my hope for the next step:

I would like to see some of these and other
artists connecting the dots on the virus and
climate change as affiliated, intersecting crises.
The denialism of the virus is the same as
denialism of the climate crises, which is escalating
even as lots of people temporarily stay home. We
can’t wait to get back on the road (I definitely
include myself in that). The disintegration of the
systems of the planet through our actions, is part
and parcel of the disintegration of our bodies.

A big positive of this quarantine as seen in
these murals and every day: a shared experience.
We all hope to build on that sense of connection,
and the sharing spirit of “stay at home.” We need
to for our own survival.

~Susan Platt
Art & Politics Now

Patrick Nguyen(Dozfy), Ballard. Photo by Jeff Hou

Ryan Henry, Ballard. photo by Sean Yale
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q@ Seekmg Sustenance..in the Wilds of Seattle

Kudos to Leschi Market for a creative solution in
the pandemic world!

LESCHI MARKET LAUNCHES WINE
WEDNESDAY VIRTUAL TASTINGS

Hello Neighbors and Friends! You may have seen the

Leschi Market Facebook posts, or maybe even have already
participated- we just want to continue to get the word out as we
look to continue throughout the summer and into fall.

Due to the high demand and customer requests- Leschi Market
proudly launched our Virtual Tasting Series in mid-May via
Zoom! Our goal is to host a Zoom tasting every Wednesday from
5:05pm to 5:35pm and explore the world of wine. Wine pros

from Leschi Market’s award-winning wine aisle are on hand to
guide you through new wines, new varietals, and new regions in
an educational setting that is professionally fun. We also look to
include winemakers, importers, and other knowledgeable industry
folks as featured guests in future episodes.

Every Monday we’ll announce lineups for the next two Wednesday
meetings. Wines will be discounted from normal shelf price

to encourage participation. Once you purchase the wines to

taste, you'll also receive the proper codes and passwords. Log

on at the right time on Wednesday, grab a glass, and enjoy!
(Spitting is optional).

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20TH, introduced the endeavor at hand.
Learning about the origins of the Leschi Cellars project, a big toast
to Steve Shulman, and we even discussed the very viable option of
freezing leftover wine. Always something new to learn!

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27TH, we featured all new summer releases of
Leschi Cellars. Participants were able to taste new Leschi Cellars
wines just before they hit the shelves.

Stay tuned for upcoming lineup announcements and join us for one
sometime- we are positive you’ll have a great time and maybe even
learn a thing or two!

In closing- please know, Leschi Market is dedicated to providing a
healthy and safe environment for all customers. We are proactive
with implementing policies and day to day operations to ensure
this. We want to thank you all for the overwhelming support, kind
words of encouragement to our staff, and overall understanding

as we navigate these difficult times. Leschi Market will continue

to be your one-stop-shop all summer long. Stay safe, stay

strong and be well.

Kenneth Benner, a Seattle area native, is a trained chef and has worked
in such restaurants as Barbacoa, B.O.K.A. Kitchen + Bar, and Dahlia
Lounge. Ken is the wine buyer at Leschi Market. He has a passion for
learning, a meticulous palate, and a tenacity for searching out the best
for his customers while offering some of the most highly coveted wines in
the area. His wine column is intended to inspire and explore new choices

in wine, learn about wine with his readers, and share his knowledge and

experiences in the wine world. Check out the latest at www.

LeschiMarket.com or request to be added to email updates or
send questions, comments, or suggestions to ken@leschimarket.
com and follow the wine department directly on rwitter ar rwitter.

com/leschimarket.

TAKEOUT MEALS

e have been ordering takeout locally once a week in an
W attempt to help local businesses. Recently we had the Salmon
Tacos from BluWater Bistro (very good but a lot of small
containers to deal with!), a veggie and a meat pizza from Central
Pizza (the young ‘uns take leftovers in their lunch), Chuki’s Tacos
(excellent but a lot of food!) and Naam Thai: I splurged and got fresh
rolls for lunches as well as a Spinach/Prawn dish which I adored but
alas, they made an error in the order and my husband got a salad
rather than the very garlicy chicken dish he had ordered. That’s
the first error we have had in our takeout experience.) I usually
have enough food leftover to have for lunch or in some cases, the
next day dinner.

We see that Meet the Moon has come back to the neighborhood
(where have you been?) and offering takeout. I suspect that most
restaurants will continue the takeout option even when we enter
a later phase; having 50% of your normal diners may not be
economically feasible.

~Diane Snell

FUTURE TRIPPING

And Malcolm Harker imagines a reopened restaurant in the
waning of the pandemic:

Welcome to the Restaurant at the End of the Universe:

May I show you to your remote table?

I’ll also need contact information for everyone in your party.
Here’s our disposable menu for you to peruse.

And a tape measure to make sure you stay 6 ft apart.

We're unfortunately unable to offer any organic or free-range
menu options as we don’t know where they’ve been.

I¢’s also really, really difficult to keep a mask on a chicken.

~Malcolm Harker

JANICE MERRILL BROWN

managing broker

kW DOWNTOWN [E @
SEATTLE 1100 Dexter Ave N #275
KELLERWILLIAMS (206) 679 - 4004 Seattle, WA 98109
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LESCHI COMMUNITY COUNCIL

EXEC. BOARD MEETING MAY 11, 2020

Attending remotely: Janice Merrill Brown, Trevor
Lalish-Menagh, Janet Oliver, Tracy Bier, John Barber,
Diane Snell.

Actions taken:
June meeting cancelled.
Flo Ware annual celebration cancelled.

ArtWalk cancelled. There is not enough time to contact all
the artists and they may be hesitant given current conditions;
there is no way to know what it will be like in September.

Approved a bylaw re: postponing vote during emergencies;
this will be taken to the general membership for a vote when
we do have a meeting in the future

Leschi Stars We will continue to accept nominations for
Leschi Stars through June 30th and present the awards
whenever we have our next meeting.

Trevor suggested a push on dues which we do need but Diane
would like some help with it if we proceed.

~Respectfully submitted by Diane Snell

\'I

Income Expenses 4/ Balance
30/2020
General Fund
Ad Revenue $4,927.00
Dues $905.00
Donations $1,115.00
Insurance
Printing and postage ($2,266.20)
Totals $7,064.50  ($2,941.20)  $14,488.69
Restricted Funds
AreWalk $2,447.32
Cherry Street Corridor $635.76
Flo Ware Park $686.53
Friends of Powell Barnett $1,068.06
Friends of Street Ends $1,150.00 $2,035.59
Frink Park $2,067.60
King Street $1270.00
Leschi Gateway Project $100.00 ($396.36) $51.03
Leschi Natural Area $750.00 $5,595.39
Officer Brenton Fund $3,287.85
String of Pearls $2,130.38
SW Frink Park $1233.08
W. Vaughn Memorial Fund $1200.00
Wading Pool $3006.13
Whitebear DreamCatcher $201.64
Totals $9,064.50  ($3,337.56)  $41,405.05
Certificate of Deposit $11,254.53
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Support your community by joining the Leschi Community Council!

We create awareness of neighborhood issues so residents may make informed and effective decisions.
LCCjoins with the Leschi Business Association on ArtWalk and Halloween Spooktacular
LCCsupports the Instrumental Music Program at Leschi Elementary

LCCsupports volunteer activities in our local parks and on our public stairways
LCCsupports the Central (Central Area Senior Center)

LCC produces the Leschi News 10 times a year

Name Phone

Address

City. State Zip Email

All donations are tax-deductible as we are a non-profit 501(c)(3).
My check is enclosed: 1 $35 family membership 1925 individual membership
1915 student/low income/ senior membership

11 am making an additional donation for LCC work

Mail to:

Leschi Community Council - 140 Lakeside Ave. Suite A #2 - Seattle WA 98122-6538

june 2020 | calendar

Another month of isolation!
We have no events!
We have no invitations!

There will be NO newsletter
in July and August.

Deadline for September newsletter: August 17

Keep safe! Read a book! Wear Your Mask!

Watch your garden grow! ﬁ . .

LAN DSCAPE ARCHI.TECTU RE

. 5 .
When we meet again, we'll provide DESIGN | CONSTRUCTION | MAINTENANCE

name tags, so we recognize each other

with our Pandemic hairdos and beards (C.\\ cambiumlandscape.com
> 206.860.7625

that weren’t there last February.
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Leschi News advertising rates:
business card, $35; 1/4 page, $70;
1/2 page, $140. Contact Diane Snell
at 206-726-0923 to advertise to
your community.

Leschi Community Council is a participating member of the Seattle Community Council Federation.

Leschi Community Council
140 Lakeside Ave Suite A #2
Seattle WA 98122-6538
Address Service Requested

leschi

The next Leschi News deadline is AUGUST 17. Mail all articles, comments,
letters, advertisements, and membership dues to this address:

Leschi Community Council, 140 Lakeside Ave Suite A #2, Seattle WA 98122-6538
or email Diane Snell at leschinews@comcast.net
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Life After the Pandemic

What will our life be like after the pandemic?

We saw in the NY Times that England is experimenting with robots delivering groceries. A small
wheeled robot can deliver two plastic bags of groceries in a closed compartment! (I guess England
hasn’t banned plastic yet.) Will we have more robots doing the work lower paid workers currently do?

What changes do you see? Will social life go back to groups happily eating
together in restaurants and sharing nachos and drinks at a bar?

Will you be comfortable sitting next to a sniffling stranger at the movie theater?

Will you look at the long checkout line at the grocery store and decide against joining it?

Will public transportation be permanently damaged by fear of contagion?

We want to hear your predictions! Send us your take
on the aftermath to leschinews@comcast.net. We'll

Join us on Facebook: LESCHI or see
our website: leschicommunitycouncil.org

publish your thoughts in the September newsletter. or leschinews.com



